DRAFT

Marymount University Neighborhood Relations Committee

April 21, 2008

7:00 p.m.

Library Board Room

Present: Anne Wilson, David Haring, Ned Rhodes, David Wahl, Chris Domes, Dr. Ralph Kidder and Christine Smith.  Also present were John Stranix and Bhavna Mistry.

The meeting began at 7:10 p.m.  The minutes of the January 7, 2008 meeting were approved as read.

Dr. Kidder gave an update on the 26th Street Project including the general contractor (GC) selection process and the progress on design development.  Ned Rhodes asked who would be the contact person for the project.  Chris said they should call him; he will set up a system as we get closer to the construction.  Dr. Kidder stated that the GC will have a point person as well and that they will attend meetings of the NRC. Ned asked about the construction timeline.  John Stranix said a timetable has not yet been determined – it will be once contractor is hired.  Ned asked when we would begin monthly meetings.  John said we’ll continue to narrow this down and that Marymount will advise the group when we submit first documents to County.  Anne asked when the project would start.  John said immediately after the permit is let.  David Haring asked to schedule a general community meeting.  Dr. Kidder agreed, but said that we need to look at the condition to determine when it needs to be held.  John said we can use the permit set of documents to key the meeting with the community. John then described sheeting and shoring, the initial work on the project. He said this will require some pile driving but that it will only be a matter of weeks.  Anne asked if anything had changed from the plans submitted to the County.  Chris replied in the negative.
The next meeting, scheduled for Tuesday, July 8, will have much more information about the status of permitting, the GC superintendent’s approach to the project and other key items. It was agreed that the meeting with the community could be scheduled for August.

The County says construction will take two months for the traffic light.  Anne Wilson asked when the Donaldson Run gateway treatment would be built. Dr. Kidder said the University will contribute $15,000 for gateway, as called for in the development conditions, rather than building it.  Chris will call Rob Gibson of the County staff to get his guidance on how to get this done.  
Chris said the County extended the Mount Olivet UMC parking permit for three years.  Marymount has signed an agreement with the Comfort Inn for 55 spaces 24x7 which will hold resident student cars.  We are negotiating a contract with Walker Chapel UMC for 35 additional spaces for staff and faculty.  We also are working with Zip Car and FlexCar for two cars for student use (those above the age of 19 or 20). Dr. Kidder suggested opening this option to faculty and staff.  Chris said we’re also looking at expanding the use of the Wachovia Bank lot and getting 25-50 spaces at Rite Aid.  All lots with the exception of Walker Chapel are on our shuttle route.  John said that the general contractors’ RFP’s state that they must find parking for their workers.  David Haring asked if the University had discussed service with the ART bus system.  Dr. Kidder said MU had volunteered to work with the County.  He said again that the RFP makes the general contractor responsible for worker parking.
Chris spoke about student interest in cleaning up and using Taylor Park.  They want to put in some charcoal grills.  At a meeting with Chris, Ned, and a Parks and Recreation representative, an issue arose about having the University’s security force oversee the park.  Chris said that he is working with legal counsel, insurance representatives and our security staff to determine if this oversight is feasible.  Ned said that the DRCA executive committee does not favor the use of Taylor Park.  They noted that grills would not be of benefit to the neighbors.  They also wondered why the University did not put grills on campus.  Ned suggested delaying the conversation until the construction issues become clearer.  Chris agreed that tabling the issue is the best approach.

Dr. Kidder described a proposal from AT&T Mobility to place nine 4.5 foot cellular telephone antennas on Gerard Hall.  Ned said there would be several concerns. First, he would require an annual compliance assessment emission report.  A second concern would be aesthetic. Ned asked if this would require a public process. Dr. Kidder agreed to determine if this is the case.  Ned suggested building a service process and a reporting requirement into the lease.  
Anne reported that she is being replaced on the NRC by Vaughn Collins, but will still be a back-up.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
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