Marymount University Neighborhood Relations Committee

November 10, 2008

Reinsch Library Board Room

7:00 p.m.

Present:  Ned Rhodes, Anne Wilson, David Haring, C. Smith, A.Harrington, Ralph Kidder, Chris Domes, Frank Rizzo, Roy Rafter (Davis Construction), George Robinson, Nick Fornaro (Davis Construction), John Stranix (Stranix Associates) and  Bhavna Mistry (Stranix Associates)

Mr. Domes opened the meeting by presenting the overall enrollment count.  He promised an updated hour-by-hour report at the next meeting.

Mr. Domes presented the minutes, which were approved as presented.

He stated the website will be launched in the next few weeks.  It will include contact information, updates on progress and a webcam.  It will not include detailed architectural drawings, etc.

Dr. Kidder gave an update on the progress of the project: 1) permitting and 2) start date.

Mr. Stranix added that under grounding could start earlier.  Mr. Rhodes asked about traffic plans.  Ms. Mistry said they were submitted on October 10 but we haven’t heard from the County because they know we are asking the Neighborhood Relations Committee for comments.  Mr. Rhodes asked if they could receive a copy of the landscape plans, to which Dr. Kidder replied in the affirmative.
Mr. Rafter described the project timeline.  Mr. Rhodes asked if they could get a copy of the traffic plans electronically.  Dr. Kidder said the University would bring the display boards to the Donaldson Run Civic Association meeting on Wednesday and send plans electronically.

Mr. Rafter next described the Davis traffic plan.  Mr. Fornaro said that Davis would make a cut at 26th Street and Yorktown Boulevard to open the intersection.  A discussion of sight lines then followed.   Mrs. Harrington asked for a definition of Phase I.  Mr. Rhodes asked about parking spaces on 26th Street opposite the temporary entrance.  Mr. Rafter said the plan includes eliminating those parking spaces.  Mr. Rafter described pedestrian traffic flow as going around St. Mary’s Church and following the existing sidewalks and crosswalks.  He said that in Phase 2 the construction entrance moves to Yorktown Boulevard.  He stated that flagmen would be employed as necessary throughout the project, but that they would not be full-time.  Mr. Rhodes asked about truck traffic.  Mr. Fornaro said most of the trucks will be coming from Lee Highway or Ballston.  Mrs. Harrington asked if Davis could control truck traffic flow.  Mr. Rafter said they are not dictating truck traffic and Arlington County allows trucks to travel on county roads.  Mrs. 
Smith said Old Dominion Civic Association does not favor travel on Old Dominion Drive.  Dr. Kidder said that the Donaldson Run Civic Association does not favor crossing Old Dominion on 26th Street from Glebe Road.  He noted that these are mutually exclusive requests.   Mr. Fornaro said that practically speaking both routes would be used.

Mr. Rafter next presented the utility systems traffic plan during utility under grounding.  He stated that the intention is to have them working in advance of Davis beginning.  Mr. Rhodes asked how he could walk his dog during the early stages.  Mr. Rafter said that foot traffic would be diverted through the existing Marymount garage.  Mr. Stranix said the total time for the project is about 25-30 days.  Mrs. Wilson asked about lighting.  Mr. Rafter said there would be site lighting in the hole and eventually on the building. A question arose as to street lights.  Mr. Rafter said he would review street lighting.  Mr. Fornaro said that installation of lights is done by Dominion Virginia Power so we can request they leave the current lights in place.  Mr. Rhodes asked about the fence.  Mr. Fornaro replied it would extend to the curb and would be a 4 foot concrete barrier topped with a 4 foot fence.  The University will do a perimeter walk around the site but there will be no permanent security on the site.  Mrs. Smith asked if the fence would extend to the curb on Old dominion Drive, to which the answer was yes.  Mr. Rhodes asked if the crane would have lights or if the hole would have lights.  Mr. Fornaro explained there would be no lights on the crane, but that the trailers would have an exterior light.  Mr. Robinson said it might actually attract more attention if it was lighted.  He noted that Davis has not had problems until the structure is up, because it is lighted by OSHA requirements and does attract attention.
There was a brief discussion of the community meeting at 7:00 p.m. at Taylor Elementary School.  Mr. Rhodes asked to see the placement of the transformer.  Mr. Stranix agreed to provide a section.

The next meeting is scheduled for December 8.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

