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Wow, What a Year! 
Commodore Joe Hadley 

 
Who woulda thunk it? After a terrific Change of Watch last January (terrific be-

cause almost everybody in the sold-out crowd stayed to the very end) this year’s 
Board was plagued with problems: sickness, beached boats, and job changes. None-
theless, just like always, PRYCA pulled off everything that had been planned, and then 
some. In addition to several members of the Board coming forward to do double-
duty (particularly Marv, George, Ralph, Joe, Frank and Dianne) a number of club 
members stepped up too. Many thanks to the many others of you too numerous to 
mention individually. 

As usual, in the Spring the Board members tried to get to all the flag raisings and 
to the annual Cobb Island Days event in June. But the really daunting task for the 
Board was the Float-In, its designated hitter having fallen ill after completing many of 
the preliminaries. Not having the benefit of a paper trail the entire Board became the 
Float-In committee and started all over again. 

And what a Float-In we had! More and better prizes; a Cup competition without 
controversy; and perfect July weather. 

While there in Crisfield, Landmark YC not only celebrated its 50th Anniversary 
with everyone at the Float-In but it won the new Cup! At a recent meeting there I did 
notice the Cup placed prominently on the fireplace mantel, awaiting a “more perma-
nent” installation, I was told. 

Additionally, at the Float-In we welcomed new member Westmoreland Yachting 
Association with the traditional exchange of burgees. WYA, by the way, did quite well 
in the Cup competition and said it aims to win it next year whether at Somer’s Cove 
or elsewhere! Look out Landmark. 

A month later Old Dominion YC stepped in to replace the Dog Days event for 
2005 with its Party on the Potomac. Not only did PRYCA assist in getting this event 
off the ground, but member clubs occupied every available slip in Alexandria and, for 
the first time as far as I know, a large number of vessels were permitted to raft-up 
right in the River directly across from the Club! 

As it has for the past few years, in September Aquia Harbour YC held the End-
of-Summer party at its newly-refurbished Club. Not having been able to attend, it can 

Hurricane Wilma was one of the many hurricanes this season 
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only be said here that reports were that all 
had a great time. Thanks Aquia. 

And, now, it’s election time. 
Each November the member clubs 

select a new PRYCA Board for the up-
coming year. The nominees are listed 
elsewhere in this newsletter, but suffice it 
to say that Nominating Committee Chair, 
Marv Storey, out-did himself to develop a 
great slate for your consideration. 

Also listed elsewhere in this edition 
of the newsletter are the details for the 
2006 Change of Watch – new location 
this year! – and the details about the Pa-
rade of Boats. So the year’s events con-
tinue. Hope to see you at least one. 

 
 

From the Vice Commodore 
George Allen 

 
The off-boating season is fast ap-

proaching (aka Winter). Make plans early 
to lay up your boat before the cold really 
sets in. Also make plans now to attend 
the PRYCA Change of Watch on January 
21st. Reservation forms and invitations 
have been sent to your clubs. We hope 
you can attend this event to meet the 
2006 Bridge and other club members as 
well. 

I look forward to working with all the 
clubs next year. We should have a full 
calendar to everyone in the very near fu-
ture. This will assist in planning your club 
events. We would also like to have your 
plans for special events like opening days, 
or flag raisings. Please pass this informa-
tion along to your MALs who can get the 
dates to us. 

If you are boating into the later part 
of the season, please be careful and use 
caution. The dangers of our recreation 
increases as the water and air tempera-
tures drop. 

See you on the water. 
 

Do You Have a Plan? 
Secretary Andrea Storey 

 
An evacuation plan for your family, 

that is? I think a hurricane is an unlikely 
event in the DC metro area to cause 
wholesale evacuation. However, a biologi-
cal device or a dirty bomb is much more 
likely, even probable, here in the political 
capital of the Western World. We will not 
have the time to go to Home Depot and 
get plywood, or to Giant to get water, or 
have the ability to contact all our children, 
parents, spouses, and extended family 
members if our worst fears are realized. If 
you are a first responder it is especially 
critical that your family has a plan so you 
don't worry about them and can do your 
job and know where you can contact 
them. 

Listening to news reports of Katrina's 
aftermath and the local news reporters 
who were from New Orleans and Missis-
sippi relate their family's survival stories 
set me to making a staged evacuation plan 
and sharing it with my family in this area 
and my siblings in other states. Trying to 
find relatives seemed to be the greatest 
cause of grief for the Katrina and Rita 
survivors.  

The list of the items they had col-
lected or wish they had not forgotten in 
preparation for the "Next Big One" was 
an eye-opener. I was surprised at the pa-
pers that were needed to prove relation-
ship, ownership, and coverage of one sort 
or another in addition to medicines and 
basic food and drink. As a result I've 
compiled lists (in progress) of necessary 
papers (copies will do) that will be in a 
waterproof plastic bag, food and other 
items will also be in the evacuation pack 
we'll grab, "on the way out."  

 
Non-Food Items 

• A list of your family members, 
ages, daytime location, phone 

numbers 
• Birth, marriage, divorce, death, 

military discharge certificates 
• Will, medical power of attorney, 

advance directive 
• Passport, citizenship papers if 

not born here 
• Social security number/card, 

other retirement entitlement pa-
per, credit cards 

• Allergies (who, what) or critical 
medical conditions 

• Medicines currently using and 
prescription for them or bottles 
showing refills remaining  

• Cell phone with ICE (In Case of 
Emergency) information pro-
grammed into it 

• Stocked first-aid kit, indelible 
pen, i.e. Sharpie, AM/FM port-
able radio and extra batteries 

• Insurance information for self, 
cars, house, other property, 
health 

• List of investment information 
and contacts 

• Homeowners information, e.g., 
deed, mortgage, boat, trailer 

• Pets and all their needs 
 

Food Items 
• 3 gal. of water per person 
• Boxed, dried foods that can be 

reconstituted with water 
• Food bars, food concentrates, 

high protein and vitamin foods 
• Openers for any food item not 

packaged in paper 
 
Additionally we all know where we're 

going to go even if we don't know where 
all of us are. We have staged locations 
depending on how large an area needs to 
be evacuated. Ours, as an example, are 
Columbia, Frederick, Chambersburg, PA, 
and finally, Buckhannon, WV.  
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Well, that's our plan and our list so far; it gets additions every day or so. We're not there yet but headed that way! 
 
Here are some other web sites that have good information: 
www.redcross.org advertises 2 back packs you can order; one (about $20 with minimal contents and a list of the rest, the 

other (about $50) has most of it including the radio and extra batteries. 
www.makeaplan.org is another source of information 
www.montgomerycountymd.gov and click on Emergency Preparedness, or call 240-777-6530 
www.ready.gov/get_a_kit.html This one is very comprehensive. 
 
 
 

     
Financial Statement as of 10/03/2005  

     
  Bank Balance - 7/31/2005     $    8,181.07  
     
 Income:       
  July Interest - 8/4/05   $           1.29   
  August Interest - 9/7/05    $           1.21   
     
     
 Total Income - September   $           2.50   $    8,183.57  
     
  Check No.   
Expenses:     
 Float-In Refunds - (August)   $        204.00   
 Marv Storey - 8/9/05 - Float-In Misc. 1218  $          92.89   
 Hilton Springfield - 9/21 - 2006 COW  1219  $     3,000.00   
     
     
 Total Expenses - August/September  2005   $     3,296.89   
     
 Checkbook Balance - September 30, 2005    $    4,886.68  
     
     
 Submitted 9/30/2005 by:    
     
 Frank Erwetowski    

PRYCA Balance Sheet - September 2005  

http://www.redcross.org
http://www.makeaplan.org
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov
http://www.ready.gov/get_a_kit.html
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Did you know that? (Or, some 
mariner’s Rules of  Thumb) 

Bob Penwell, MAL, South 
 
With no particular direction for this 

article, I’ve decided to list a few interest-
ing bits of mariner “rules of thumb” I’ve 
gathered from various sources but several 
from the Practical Mariner’s Book of 
Knowledge. If for nothing else, many of 
these are good for the dock party trivia 
contest. 

Bottom Painting: When you need to 
clean the bottom of your boat – attack 
the growths immediately after haul out. A 
wet bottom, with pores filled with water, 
makes the scraping much easier than after 
a boat has dried, even if using a hose. Us-
ing a plastic bag with bleach is great for 
getting barnacles off your drives and 
props. 

Colors: When you are judging the 
distance of colored objects at sea, red 
objects appear closer than do blue ones. 
At twilight and in the dark, however, the 
opposite is true as the eye becomes accus-
tomed to the darkness and is more sensi-
tive to blue light than red. One in every 
10 men is colorblind. Although color 
blindness is passed through the genera-
tions by women, few women are color 
blind. An old superstition was to never 
paint a vessel in the colors of the sea 
(blue or green) since they had their own 
souls. There is only one color for a com-
pass light – red, since it has no effect on 
night vision. Even a dim light or particu-
larly a flash (like a cigarette lighter) can 
destroy night vision. 

Course Correction: Wonder why so 
many wonder why their compasses aren’t 
accurate? Because our reliance on GPS 
has caused us to forget (or not learn) how 
to make course correction for variation 
and deviation. The old rule was “Timid 
Virgins Make Dull Companions, Add 
Whiskey” or T,V,M,D,C and +W. Inter-

esting thought for remembering you must 
add westerly deviation and variation to 
true heading or magnetic, and of course 
subtract easterly deviation and variation 
when moving east to west. That’s proba-
bly why we love our GPS! 

Dock Lines: The most useful and 
important of you dock lines are actually 
the spring lines. Spring lines prevent fore 
and aft movement! The BOK recom-
mends carrying at least two springs that 
are a quarter longer than your boat. If you 
moor alongside in areas of tidal range, the 
longer the springs, the closer your boat 
will maintain her position against a pier 
and the less attention is needed to give 
the lines as she rises and falls with the tide 

Red Right Return: Our role of 
thumb for returning to harbor from the 
sea is to leave red (nun) buoys on the 
right (starboard) side. This is actually the 
International Association of Lighthouse 
Authorities System. Green buoys mark 
the port side; numbers on red are nor-
mally even and odd numbers on the 
green, etc.  

Radio Transmission Distances: 
More rules of thumb are that VHF trans-
missions are determined by line-of-sight, 
limited by antenna height, and therefore 
practical ranges are as follows:  Between 
boats about 25 miles, boat and land sta-
tion about 50 miles, hand-held to hand-
held about 3 miles, boat and aircraft up to 
300 miles. 

Cost of dockage: Another rule of 
thumb is that the cost goes up while the 
value of our boats goes down. The BOK 
suggests that perhaps it’s time slip fees 
were subsidized by the people who bene-
fit from having a captive audience, or as 
some stores or restaurants do, that part of 
your parking be paid for buying some-
thing from them? Statistics are that for 
most people that leave their boat in the 
water year around spend 6 percent of the 
boat’s value on marina fees every 12 
months.  

Well, the last role of thumb is that 
with the boating season entering its last 
phase of the season, we’ll all be promising 
ourselves we’ll do even more boating next 
year! 

 
Colonial Beach Boat Tax Repealed 

Good news that is not a typical Rule 
of Thumb! The Colonial Beach Town 
Council has dropped the personal prop-
erty tax on boats from $3.20 per $100. of 
assessed value to $.01 per $100 of as-
sessed value (assessed value is based on 
50% of low book value). This is effective 
immediately. However, you still will be 
billed by Westmoreland County at a rate 
of $1.41 per $100 of assessed value if you 
keep your boat in Colonial Beach. If you 
keep your boat in Westmoreland County 
(outside of Colonial Beach) you will be 
billed at a rate of $2.50 per $100 of as-
sessed value.  
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GFCI Protection (Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupter) 

MAL Harold Seiler 
 

Electric Shock 
Death from electrocution can occur 

in less than 1/6th of a second from a 
touch potential of 50 volts with as little as 
50 milliamperes (0.005 amperes) current 
flow through the human body. (25 watt 
light bulb at 120Volt – 0.210 amperes) 

 
Preventing Electric Shock 
The hazards of electric shock and 

electrocution can be reduced in dwellings 
by using "Ground Fault Circuit Inter-
rupter (GFCI)" protected receptacle out-
lets and circuit breakers near sources of 
water and in areas specified by the Na-
tional Electrical Code (NEC). Published 
data from the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission shows a 55% decrease in the 
number of electrocutions in the United 
States since the introduction of the GFCI 
device. 

 
Electrical Current Leakage 
Electrical current leakage occurs 

when a portion of the current flowing 
through a damaged wire of an appliance, 
such as a toaster, has leaked out of its 
confined path of insulation and goes 
astray. When an exposed current-carrying 
wire comes in contact with a metallic part 
of an appliance, you will receive an elec-
tric shock.  

 
How A GFCI Works 

A GFCI senses leakage and turns off 
the current to the circuit affected thus 
eliminating the possibility of electrical 
shock. The GFCI device's reset button 
will not function until it no longer detects 
current leakage. To protect against electri-
cal shock and electrocution, it is critical 
that overcurrent protection devices or the 
switch contacts of GFCI devices open in 

less than 0.17 of a second. 
 

How To Recognize GFCI 
GFCI-protected outlets are distinc-

tively marked with a colored "Test" or 
"Push to test” and "Reset" buttons. Some 
outlets can be GFCI-protected but have 
no test and reset button markings. In this 
case, the entire circuit is protected with a 
GFCI circuit breaker in the panel board 
where it too is marked with a "Reset" and 
"Push to Test" buttons.  

Receptacle outlets are required to be 
GFCI-protected in the following loca-
tions:  

• Kitchen counter tops  
• Bathrooms  
• Within 6-feet of a wet bar sink  
• Unfinished rooms in the base-

ments used ONLY for storage 
and work area  

• Garages  
• All outdoor receptacle outlets  
• Crawl spaces  
• Rooftops  
• Boats 
• Boat Docks 
• Swimming pools  
• Spas or hot tubs  
 

Ground-Fault Circuit-Interrupter 
(GFCI) 

A ground-fault circuit-interrupter is 
the only protection device that can be 
used to protect against electric shock 
from an energized conductor. In addition, 
a GFCI protection device can be used to 
protect persons against electric shock 
from energized metal parts that are not 
effectively grounded. 
GFCI protection can 
be incorporated into 
receptacles, circuit 
breakers, cord sets, 
and other types of 
devices. 

A GFCI protec-

tion device operates on the principle of 
monitoring the imbalanced current be-
tween the ungrounded (hot) and 
grounded (neutral) conductors. In a typi-
cal 2-wire circuit, the current in amperes 
returning to the power supply will be the 
same as the current leaving the power 
supply (except for small leakage). If the 
difference between the current leaving 
and returning through the current trans-
former of the GFCI protection device is 5 
milliamperes (+ or – 1 milliampere), the 
solid-state circuitry activates the shunt 
trip feature to open the switching con-
tacts of the GFCI, thereby de-energizing 
the circuit. 

Check your boats electrical system on 
a frequent base. 

Water and electricity don’t mix. 
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Ramblings from Immediate 
Past Commodore 

Marv Storey 
 
As I sit down to write this article, I 

am thinking of all the cruises First Mate, 
Andi and I missed this summer. Our 
boat, Osprey, just returned to the water 
after slightly over a year on the hard at 
Fort Washington Marina. Last year at this 
time, I would have never believed Osprey 
would spend so much time looking at the 
water rather than being in it. This past 
year has been a learning period for me 
regarding fiberglass, gelcoat, barrier coat-
ing, and bottom paint. Interesting, but an 
education I could have missed. I am very 
pleased with the work we had done. The 
individual who did the work was quite 
knowledgeable and did everything prom-
ised. He just took a little longer than ex-
pected. We will be moving Osprey back to 
her covered slip at District Yacht Club 
tomorrow. I am sure she will be happy to 
be home again. As for this year's cruising, 
there is at least a month or more before 
we have to seriously consider winterizing. 
We still have time to run down the Poto-
mac to Colonial Beach then over to Co-
rinthian Yacht Club. Of course, my plans 
might change a bit once I fill the tanks 
paying $3+++ per gallon. 

Changing to another subject--This is 
my last article as your IPC and the last as 
a voting member of the PRYCA Board. 
Next year I get to relax and let Commo-
dore Joe Hadley move to the IPC posi-
tion. Past Commodores are non-voting 
members of the Board so I can attend 
meetings when I feel like it and still get to 
put in my 2-cents. 

One other thing before I wrap up. 
This is a safety comment. I have a pet 
peeve regarding dock power plugs and 
receptacles. Every time I walk down a 
dock, I find someone has plugged into a 
receptacle without taking the strain off 

the plug. The plug is usually slightly bent 
out of the receptacle. What is the prob-
lem? When a plug is not locked tight and 
straight into the receptacle, it is usually 
making partial contact with one of the 
connectors. This can crack the receptacle, 
cause overheating of the plug and, possi-
bly, a fire. It can also cause increased cor-
rosion to the boat at the other end of the 
power cable and also to the boats in adja-
cent slips. Please, take a loop around the 
power post or use some other method of 
strain relief and make sure the plug is 
tight in the receptacle.  

 

St. Clements Annual Blessing 
of  the Fleet 

 
During the weekend of October 2 

and 3 the annual Blessing of the fleet was 
held on Maryland’s St. Clements Island. 

Four boats and eighteen people from 
The Yacht Club at Swan Point headed 

over to the event on Sunday. The day, as 
usual, was filled with a myriad of activi-
ties: a parade, snake exhibit, Miss Mary-
land concert, medieval jousting, a display 
of Corvettes, lots of crafts, and of course 
plenty of food.  

The replica of the Dove, one of the 
original sailing ships that came up the 
Potomac and landed early settlers at St. 
Mary’s, cruised the sound in the great 
weather that presided over the entire 
weekend. 

Leslie Martin and Joe Martin led the 
trip. Below is a picture of Fran Jarrett in 
the Hot Issue cruising by the Dove. 
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From the Editor 
Ned W. Rhodes 

 
You can tell just by the articles in the 

newsletter that winter is approaching as 
many of us start to think of antifreeze, oil 
changes and pulling our boats. A friend 
of mine is about ready to close on his first 
boat and I went with him on the survey 
and test ride in Baltimore. The broker 
wanted to know what river cruising was 
like, and my answer was that it was just 
like Bay cruising except that you don’t 
have the waves. He also indicated that an 
increasing number of the people in his 
marina were not winterizing as in years 
past. He said that they install these engine 

room heaters so they don’t have to win-
terize the engines and then use the boat 
on mild winter weekends. He also said 
that the New Year’s Eve fireworks always 
draw a large crowd and even the floating 
docks get a little lower in the water as a 
result. 

I also discovered that cruising in a 
large harbor is not that much different 
than river cruising when it comes to trash. 
On our sea trial, we picked up what 
looked like a large metal can top that 
lodged near the strut and changed how 
the engine sounded. Once we backed up, 
it popped to the surface and we were fine. 
But after another loop, there was a clunk 
and we watched this board float to the 
surface. The props were toast anyway and 

scheduled to be redone, so we were not 
that worried (and my friend did not own 
the boat yet and wasn’t driving). It seems 
that harbor trash floats just below the 
surface where you cannot see it unlike the 
logs in the Potomac. Ok, they mostly stay 
on the surface, unless they are stuck in 
the shallow bottom. 

With winter approaching, I’ll have 
more time to post pictures to the various 
web sites I maintain. Boating and work 
seem to get in the way of that and I hope 
to have the 2005 Change of Watch pic-
tures posted before the 2006 Change of 
Watch in January. Have a safe holiday 
season and maybe we will see you on the 
water for a Fall cruise as the season winds 
down. 



Member National Boating Federation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 3, 2005 
 
To: Andrea Storey, 
 PRYCA Secretary 
 
From: Marv Storey 
 PRYCA IPC 
 Chairman, 2006 Nominating Committee 
 
The Nominating Committee recommends the following persons for election to positions on the 
2006 PRYCA board.  Each nominee has confirmed their willingness to perform the duties in the 
positions indicated: 
 
Position  Name   Yacht Club 
Commodore  George Allen  Prince William / Aquia Harbour YC  
Vice Commodore Joe Livingston  Occoquan YC 
Rear Commodore John Shuster  National Potomac YC 
Fleet Captain  Darrell Edgar  Aquia Harbour YC 
Secretary  Victoria Fore  Fort Washington BA 
Treasurer  Frank Erwetowski Swan Point YC 
MAL   Ralph Burner  Fairfax YC 
MAL   Jay Wenzel  Prince William YC 
MAL   Robert Tuttle  Port of Washington YC 
MAL   Harold Seiler  Landmark YC 
MAL   Lee Bellinger  Capital YC 
IPC   Joe Hadley  Fort Washington BA 
 
 
In accordance with Article VII, Section 3.2 of the PRYCA By-Laws, please advise the 
Association’s Delegates of the Nominating Committee’s recommendations no later than  
October 15. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Marv Storey 
 
 

Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association 
 

Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association 

www.PotomacRiverYachtClubsAssociation.org 

 

http://www.PotomacRiverYachtClubsAssociation.org
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PRYCA Boaters  
Alert … Winterizing 

OYC Commodore 
Rick Sorrenti 

 
The air temperature at night is down 

in the 50’s and the water temperature is in 
the 60’s. It happens so quickly, therefore, 
many of us have begun to think about 
winterization. I did want to point out a 
couple of suggestions to make the proc-
ess more enjoyable. First, call your local 
marina and sit back and watch them do 
the job. No, only kidding. Here are a cou-
ple of suggestions. 

Tip: Antifreeze mentioned below is 
the environmentally safe type (that pink 
stuff) 

Inboard Engine(s) - You should 
run the en-
gine(s) to 
warm it and 
change the 
oil while it is 
warm. This 
tends to al-
low impuri-
ties to be 

drained away with the oil. You should 
also change the oil filter(s). Flush the en-
gine(s) with fresh water and you should 
circulate antifreeze through the manifold 
by using a pickup hose from the water 
pump to a bucket of antifreeze. Start the 
engine and allow the antifreeze to circu-
late until water starts to exit the exhaust. 
A great product to help here is call 
Thoroflush, which installs on the thru 
hull strainer and all you do is attach your 
hose, turn the valve and the antifreeze is 
sucked into the engine. 

Fuel – Fill your fuel tank(s) to avoid 
a buildup of condensation. Add a fuel 
stabilizer by following the instructions on 
the product. Change the fuel filter(s) and 
water separator(s). 

Stern Drive(s) – Thoroughly inspect 

the stern drive and 
remove plant life 
and slime from the 
lower unit. Drain 
the gear case and 
check for excessive 
moisture in the oil. 
This could indicate 
leaking seals and 
should be repaired. 
Clean the lower unit 
with soap and water. 
If your stern drive has a rubber boot, 
check it for cracks or pinholes. Grease all 
fittings and check fluid levels in hydraulic 
steering or lift pumps. Check your 
owner’s manual for additional recommen-
dations by the manufacturer. 

Batteries – Disconnect the battery 
cables and remove the battery from the 
boat (out of water storage only). Clean 
the terminal ends and battery with a solu-
tion of baking soda and water, and then 
rinse thoroughly with clean water. Apply 
a light coat of grease on the terminal end 
of the battery and cables. Store the bat-
tery in a cool dry place. Use a trickle 
charger to keep battery charged. Do not 
charge battery near any open flame or in a 
confined area. 

Head – Pump out the holding tank 
at an approved facility. Fill holding tank 
with fresh water and 
pump out again. Again 
add fresh water and 
pump out again. Add an-
tifreeze and pump 
through hoses, holding 
tank, y-valve, macerator 
and discharge hose. 

In Water Storage – 
Close all seacocks and 
check rudder shafts and 
stuffing boxes for leaks, 
tighten or repack as nec-
essary. Check your bat-
tery to make sure it is 
fully charged, clean termi-

nals, add water if necessary and make sure 
you’re charging system is working. Check 
bilge pumps to ensure they are working 
and that float switches properly activate 
the pumps and that they are not hindered 
by debris. Make sure either to check your 
boat periodically or have the marina 
check it and report to you. If in an area 
where the water actually freezes, you 
should have a de-icing device or bubbling 
system around your boat. 

Or……you can go back to the origi-
nal suggestion and call your marina. 

 



 10  

NEWS From BoatU.S 
Boat Owners Association of  

The United States 
880 S. Pickett St.,  

Alexandria, VA 22304 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Press Contact: Scott Croft, 703-461-2864, 

SCroft@BoatUS.com 
Date: October 14, 2005 

 
BOAT/U.S. Safety Alert 

 
Newly Reformulated Gasoline with 

Ethanol Could Rupture Old Fiberglass 
Gas Tanks 

 
Explosion Hazard and Significant 

Engine Damage Evidenced on Large, 
Older Vessels 

 
Older fiberglass fuel tanks may fail as 

a result of recent gasoline reformulations 
that are using increased concentrations of 
the fuel additive ethanol. 

 
BoatU.S. believes that as a result of 

industry-wide changes in fiberglass resin 
formulations in the mid 1980's, the prob-
lem appears to be limited to tanks manu-
factured prior to this date. Diesel fuel 
systems are not affected. The fiberglass 
fuel tanks in question were standard 
equipment on some Hatteras, Bertram 
and possibly other boats. While the inves-
tigation is still in the preliminary stage, 
BoatU.S. believes that reformulations 
made to gasoline in the Long Island 
Sound area that replaced MTBE (Methyl 
Tertiary-Butyl Ether) in late 2004 with a 
10% concentration of ethanol is causing 
the additive to "attack" the resin in the 
old fiberglass tanks. The results are weak-
ened tank walls and bottoms with the 
potential to leak. Anytime gasoline leaks 
into the bilge, there is a significant risk of 

an explosion. 
 
BoatU.S. has confirmed reports of 

tank wall failure in which gasoline was 
found leaking into the bilge. It also has 
reports of a tar-like substance - possibly 
created from the chemical reaction be-
tween the older fiberglass resin and etha-
nol - causing hard black deposits that 
damage intake valves and pushrods, ulti-
mately destroying the engine. 

 
"At a minimum the problem can de-

value a boat significantly since replacing 
damaged fuel tanks and engines can be a 
significant expense. However, the poten-
tial for leaking and explosion is a far 
greater factor," said Chuck Fort, associate 
editor of Seaworthy, the damage avoid-
ance newsletter from BoatU.S. 

 
BoatU.S. is asking boaters for any 

firsthand reports or other information 
they may have on the issue and is doing 
additional testing to evaluate the extent of 
the problem. "We'd like to know if other 
gasoline reformulations with lesser con-
centrations of ethanol react with the resin, 
perhaps at a slower pace," said Fort. 

 
The increasing use of ethanol has 

largely been the result of federal and state 
efforts to replace MTBE, a potential car-
cinogen, with a safer alternative. MTBE 
and ethanol oxygenate fuel to help reduce 
harmful emissions when running cold 
engines just after startup. BoatU.S. has no 
reports from other states using lesser con-
centrations of ethanol. "Many well-
regarded boat manufacturers have used 
fiberglass tanks reliably for years," said 
Fort. "But unforeseen by these builders, 
the new reformulation in New York and 
Connecticut includes a high percentage of 
ethanol. And unfortunately, gasoline with 
ethanol is the only fuel available to boat-
ers in these areas," he added. Some sta-
tions in New Jersey may also be using 

ethanol-enhanced fuel. 
 
If you have any information on the 

issue, please contact Fort at 703-461-
2 8 7 8 ,  e x t .  3 0 3 3  o r  e m a i l 
CFort@BoatUS.com. 

 
Early symptoms may include engine 

backfiring and hard (sluggish) starting, in 
which the motor turns over slowly as 
though the battery were weak. Affected 
engines also may not reach their rated 
RPM. Fort said, "Ironically, the substance 
seems to pass through fuel filters leaving 
no tell-tale marks - some have appeared 
clean on our reports. The only way to 
know for certain is to pull the carburetor 
and inspect the underside for a black, 
gummy film which can indicate a serious 
problem." 

 
Until it fully understands the extent 

of the issue, BoatU.S. is recommending 
that any early 1980's or older vessel with 
fiberglass gas tanks be stored empty over 
the winter. 

 
BoatU.S. - Boat Owners Association 

of The United States - is the nation's lead-
ing advocate for recreational boaters pro-
viding its 620,000 members with a wide 
array of consumer services including a 
group-rate marine insurance program that 
insures nearly a quarter million boats; the 
largest fleet of more than 500 towing as-
sistance vessels; discounts on fuel, slips, 
and repairs at over 825 Cooperating Mari-
nas; boat financing; and a subscription to 
BoatU.S. Magazine, the most widely read 
boating publication in the U.S.  

mailto:SCroft@BoatUS.com
mailto:CFort@BoatUS.com


SAVE THE 
DATE! 

 

2005 
Historic Harbors 
Boat Parade of 

Lights 

 
 

December 3 & 4 
 
 

Mark your calendars & ship’s log for a 
weekend of holiday festivities and fun 

on the Potomac River! 
 

Saturday, December 3rd 
Festivities on the docks of the Alexandria  

City Marina  
Boat Parade of Lights from the Alexandria  

Harbor to the Washington Channel 
Awards Party & Celebration 

 

Sunday, December 4th  
Georgetown Parade & Festivities at the 

Washington Harbour 
 

Join one, two, or all three 
  parades! Complimentary slips available all 

weekend! 
    
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more details, contact Lorraine Lloyd at 
703.838.4200 x 209 or llloyd@funside.com 

  

 

2005 

 
  Grand Prize $1000 CASH 

 $1000 additional cash prizes 
Plus 

Thousands of dollars worth of 
great prizes.   



 
Participate in  

 one, two or all three  
parades!  

 
Join your fellow boaters for some fun and 
friendly competition and a chance to win 

thousands of dollars worth of prizes. 
 

$2000 in Cash, Shopping Sprees, 
Weekend Getaways, Marina Stays, 

 Restaurants , Spa Packages, and more!! 
 

Prizes awarded in many categories,  
so all are eligible ! 

 
Best in Show, Best Powerboat, Best Sailboat,  

Best Try, Thinking Outside the (Christmas) Box, 
Best Spirit of America, Best New Entry, Most  
Spirited Crew,   Best Theme, Hardiest Souls,       

Best Try,  Most Animated!   
and more. 

 
The parade is an active supporter of 

 Toys for Tots! Please bring a toy to any of 
the events and encourage your crew to 
do so too! Drop boxes are available at 

 all locations. 
 

 
Sponsored by the  

Alexandria Convention & Visitors Association,  
Washington Waterfront Association, and 

Georgetown Business & Professional Association  
with assistance from PRYCA. 

 
2005  

Historic Harbors 

 
Thursday December 1, 2005 

 
7pm Captains’ & First Mates’ Reception & 

Parade Coordination Meeting 
   at Old Dominion Boat Club 
Complimentary beer & wine 

Great food & entertainment  
 

Saturday December 3, 2005 
3:00pm Festivities at the Alexandria Docks 

5:30pm Alexandria Harbor Parade  
of Lights 

6:30pm Procession to Washington Channel 
7:30pm Washington Channel Parade 

8:30pm Awards Party at Cantina Marina 
 Entertainment, food,  reduced beer & wine 

prices and lots of fun! 
 

Sunday December 4,  2005 
4pm Festivities at Washington Harbour 
5:30pm Washington Harbour Parade 
6:30pm Closing Awards Reception at 

Cabanas 
 

Limited complimentary slips 
available for the weekend in 

Alexandria and Washington, DC.   
  For further details or registration form, please 

contact your Club/Marina representative 
or Lorraine Lloyd  703..838.4200 x 209  

llloyd@funside.com 
            



Upcoming Events 
 
 

2749 North Wakefield Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 

 
Address Correction Requested 

Dec 3/4 Parade of Lighted Boats—Alexandria 

Dec 5 PRYCA Board Meeting @ Fairfax YC 

Jan 21 PRYCA Change of Watch—Springfield Hilton 

  

  

Check http://www.PotomacRiverYachtClubs.org 
For up-to-date information 




