
 11  
 

Stan Grubaugh 
 

It is with great sadness and heavy heart that I report to you the passing of our friend and Past 
Commodore Stan Grubaugh. As many of you know, Stan was a founding member of the 
POWYC and was for many years the personality and spirit of our organization. Stan died Sun-
day night with his loving wife Liz by his side after a long illness. 
Words cannot express the love we have for Stan and Liz and their family and how much we are 
holding them close to us during this time. At a time of Liz's choosing, we will conduct a proper 
memorial service. 
Until that time, please let me express our Eight Bells Ceremony. 
Every vessel while underway requires a single crew member to maintain a constant watch for 
danger. This helps to ensure the safety of all souls aboard. This duty is shared by all crew mem-
bers. 
Each 24 hour day is divided into six watches of four hours each. After 30 minutes on watch, a 
single bell is sounded; after one hour, two bells; and after 90 minutes, three bells, and so on. 
The end of a crew member's watch is signaled by the sounding of eight bells. 
Watch is the most important duty aboard any vessel. We each serve a watch for our fellow man 
and woman in this life, and we thank Stan Grubaugh for serving us. 
In honor of our nautical tradition, we ask that a moment of silence be observed to honor the 
end of Stan Grubaugh's watch. 
 
EIGHT BELLS - and all is well. 
Sleep well, brother. Job well done. 
Commodore Stanley Grubaugh, departing.  
 
Alan EtterCommodore, POWYC 



PRYCA 2009 Calendar
9-Mar-09

Date Time Meeting/Event Location Contact Phone E-mail

January
12 (Mon) 1830 PRYCA Board Meeting Pr Wm. YC George Allen 703 492-0410 jacksfull@aol.com
24 (Sat) 1800 PRYCA COW/Dinner Dance Hilton, Springfield Sandie Doucette 540-659-8562 aquiabs@cmbweb.com
19(Mon) N/A Newsletter Deadline e-mail Ned Rhodes 703 -741-9861 rhodesn@softsysgrp.com

February
2(Mon) 1830 PRYCA Board Meeting Fairfax YC Ralph Burner 703-765-1906 ralphb@midatlanticmarinegroup.com
2(Mon) 1930 PRYCA Delegates Meeting Fairfax YC Ralph Burner 703-765-1906 ralphb@midatlanticmarinegroup.com
7 (Sat) ? CYC Commodore's Ball Capital YC Cyndee Folk 202-577-1007 folkcyn@mac.com
8 (Sun) ? CYC Brunch Capital YC Cyndee Folk 202-577-1007 folkcyn@mac.com

March
2 (Mon) 1830 PRYCA Board Meting District YC Marv Storey 240-264-1240 mtstorey@aol.com
9 (Mon) N/A Newsletter Deadline e-mail Ned Rhodes 703 -741-9861 rhodesn@softsysgrp.com
21 (Sat) 1800 Pr Wm. YC Commodores Ball Pr Wm. YC Matt Keiper 703-399-1378 matthew_keiper@yahoo.com

April
6 (Mon) 1830 PRYCA Board Meeting MVYC Harald Seiler 571-238-4723 harald@fselectric.com
6 (Mon) 1900 Commodore's Night MVYC Harald Seiler 571-238-4723 harald@fselectric.com
6 (Mon) 1930 Commodore/Delegate Meeting MVYC Harald Seiler 571-238-4723 harald@fselectric.com

May
2 (Sat) 1200 Occoquan YC Flag Raising Occoquan YC hpcroft@verizon.net
2 (Sat) 1400 WYA Flag Raising & BBQ White Point Marina Ruth Lovelace 804-224-6005 ruteanpleasure@verizon.net
3 (Sun) ? CYC Flag Raising Capital YC Cyndee Folk 202-577-1007 folkcyn@mac.com
4 (Mon) 1830 PRYCA Board Meeting Port Of Wash YC Debbie Ruttenberg 301-906-5143 druttnberg@aol.com
9 (Sat) 1100 Blessing of the Fleet/ORMA Occoquan River George Allen 703-492-0410 jacksfull@aol.com

17 (Sun) ? Blessing of the Fleet Washington Channel
17 (Sun) 1200 Blessing of the Fleet/Cockout Swan Point Marina Ed Harne 301-259-4015 eharne@aol.com
23 (Sat) 1500 Flag Raising LYC Charlie Fields 540-659-7221 charliefields@verizotesttestn.net



23 /25 (Wknd) Memorial Day Weekend

June
1 (Mon) 1830 PRYCA Board Meeting Quantico YC Mike Crouch

12-14 (Wknd) Potomac Riverfest Colonial YC Carey Geddes 804-224-4145 jlperkey@aol.com
14 Boat Parade & Blessing of the Fleet Colonial YC Carey Geddes 804-224-4145 jlperkey@aol.com

19-21 (Wknd)  Summer Kick Off Party Cobb Island YC Don Thayer
22 (Mon) Newsletter Deadline e-mail Ned Rhodes 703-741-0861 rhodesn@softsysgrp.com

July
4/5 (Wknd) Independence Day Weekend
13 (Mon) 1830 PRYCA Board Meeting Landmark YC Harald Seiler 571-238-4723 harald@fselectric.com

17-19 (Wknd) PRYCA Float In TBD Ruth Lovelace 804-224-6005 ruteanpleasure@verizon.net

August
3 (Mon) 1830 PRYCA Board Meeting Old Dominion YC Tom Whalen 703-898-5054 whalen tom@bah.com
3 (Mon) 1930 PRYCA Delegate Meeting Old Dominion YC Tom Whalen 703-898-5054 whalen tom@bah.com

7-9 (Wknd) Dog Days of August Colonial YC Dave Johnson 804-224-7691 dandmjohnson@verizon.net

September
5-7 (Wknd) Labor Day Weekend

October
10(Sat) 1000 PRYCA Board Meeting Aquia Harbour YC Curt Johnson 540-6594811 tailhookboater1@verizon.net

9-12(Wknd) End of Summer Party Aquia Harbour YC Curt Johnson 540-6594811 tailhookboater1@verizon.net
12 (Mon) Newsletter Deadline Aquia Harbour YC Curt Johnson 540-6594811 tailhookboater1@verizon.net

November
2 (Mon) 1830 PRYCA Board Meeting Capital YC Cyndee Folk 202-577-1007 folkcyn@mac.com

2 (Mon) 1900  PRYCA Delegates Meeting / Bridge 
Elections Capital YC Cyndee Folk 202-577-1007 folkcyn@mac.com

December
5 (Sat) 1730 Lighted Boat Parade Colonial YC/TBD Jamie Geddes 301-972-5259 reelantsy@aol.com

5 (Sat) 1700 Alexandria Parade of Lights Alexandria/Washington 
Waterfront Lorraine Lloyd 703-549-2079 lloyd@funside.com

5(Sat) 1100 PRYCA Board Meeting Colonial Beach



ORMA and its affiliates proudly announce the 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

May 9th 2009 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Captains and crews! Join your friends for a 
special time-honored seafaring tradition... 

 dedicated to safety afloat 
 “Launching” the new boating season! 

 
Plan now to captain your boat and be among the hundreds of 
boats with festive flags and colors! Invite family and friends to 
participate in a traditional blessing for safe cruising the year 
ahead for your boat and crew with a “flair for safety” !! 
 
This simple ceremony harkens back in history to times when 
fishermen and seafarers yearned for good fortune and safety at 
sea—which was nearly always perilous. As the fleet departed 
seaward, clergymen invoked a blessing on each vessel as it 
departed. The Occoquan community re-invigorated the Blessing of the Fleet in 1999 
when the tradition was embraced by the yacht clubs of the Occoquan vicinity and 
the Occoquan River Maritime Association as a fun way to highlight safety afloat. 
 

How does it work? 
Fairfax and Prince William County First Responders, Cost Guard, and Law 
Enforcement will lead a procession of boats outbound from Prince William Marina  
passing the Blessing Boat moored at the Belmont Bay Harbor Marina. Participating 
boats will form-up proceeding outbound passing the Blessing Boat and, once 
“blessed”, proceed outbound.  The procession will include a host vessel with local 
dignitaries and media representatives embarked. The event is marked by 
recognition for our First Responders. for safety afloat, and for fun boating! 
 
A detailed float plan and Notice to Mariners will be posted at local marinas and will 
be distributed through yacht club newsletters and Internet websites. 

 
Plan now to take part! 

The Blessing of the Fleet—an Occoquan tradition—is sponsored and coordinated by 
the Occoquan River Maritime Association (ORMA) and its member organizations, 
with support from the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, Fairfax, and Prince William 
County public safety agencies. 
 
 Point of Contact : ORMA Coordinator George Allen, jacksfull@aol.com 
 



Boaters NOT wishing to take part may pass the procession to port, staying clear
of the blessing area during the designated hours. This is a U.S. Coast Guard-
designated marine regatta and law enforcement vessels will be patrolling to
ensure that safety is maintained in the area. Thank you for your consideration.

Notice to Mariners
Occoquan River Occoquan River Blessing of the FleetBlessing of the Fleet

May 9, 2009, 11:00 A.M. -- 2:00 P.M.
Dedicated to Boating Safety and 

Celebrating the Opening of the 2009 Boating Season

Enter the parade route at
Marker No. 14, just past Fairfax
Yacht Club, and proceed outbound
toward Belmont Bay Harbor and
pass alongside the gas dock where
a chaplain will invoke a blessing on
each passing boat. Please maintain
safe intervals between boats

Guard VHF Ch. 9 to hail and
Ch. 71 as a working channel.
Marine bulletins regarding the
event will be broadcast starting at
0930 on VHF Ch. 22A.

The Occoquan River Maritime
Association (ORMA) is coord-
inating the efforts of the Prince
William, Fairfax and Occoquan
Yacht Clubs, with support from
the Coast Guard Auxiliary and
Fairfax and Prince William
County public safety agencies. 

ORMA is a civic organization dedicated to coordinating activities involving commercial and
recreational use of the Occoquan River. ORMA’s major initiatives are maintaining the
Occoquan channel depth, working with the Town of Occoquan to reestablish its historic seaport
for recreational boaters, and preserving the environmental quality and safety of the river. 



Upcoming Events 
 
 

2749 North Wakefield Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 

 
Address Correction Requested 

May 4 PRCYA Board Meeting—Port of Washington 

May 9 Occoquan River Blessing of the Fleet 

May 17 Washington DC Blessing of the Fleet 

June 1 PRYCA Board Meeting—Quantico 

  

  

Check http://www.PotomacRiverYachtClubs.org 
For up-to-date information 
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