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Upcoming Events
November 12, 2004 QYC Monthly Meeting
December 4, 2004 PRYCA Holiday Parade of Lights – Washington, D.C.

Our Website: www.quanticoyc.org

COMMODORE’S COMMENTS
Ed Wright

Please plan to join us at the November
meeting, Friday 11 November, where we
will have our traditional cake-cutting in

celebration of the Marine Corps 229th Birthday.  Updates
on the clubhouse project, status of the marina project,
and candidates for next years Executive Board are just a
few of the business topics to be addressed.  As always,
there will be plenty of time for socializing and discussion
of winterization or other upcoming winter projects.  Don't
forget to renew your dues, too!  Hope to see you all there.

Vice Commodore
Bill Gooding

We’re approaching those non-boating months with no less
enthusiasm than the previous years but nevertheless, the
winter arrives.  Time to plan those “ fix-ups”  that we have
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put off until later to do.  As for Two O’s and a G, we’re
going in for some more work at Don Radeke’s favorite
Marina, White Point.  We had briefly discussed going back
to our previous “hangout marina”  but boating again in
2007 didn’ t seem like a great plan.  We do intend to stay at
Cobb Island through the Oyster Fest on the first weekend
of November.  Looks like the Rogers and Radeke’s are
also coming by that weekend to stock up on the fall’ s
supply of oysters---sounds like a cruise weekend.  I will
have the “special stock”  of Tennessee’s favorite available.
We are also approaching the time when we all should be
thinking about who will be at the helm for the Club in
2005.  For those of us who have been there I believe I can
say its kind of a fun thing to do and it does provide the
nucleus for keeping the Club viable in the future.  Sandy
Huizenga is looking for a “ few good men and women”  to
keep the spark alive.  New Cluhouse, new board and new
challenges—let’s make 2005 a year to emulate far into the
future by finishing off the Club soon and do what we do
very well—have a party!   And don’ t forget our next party
is in December at the O’Club—see you there.

Treasurer
Mike Crouch

Payment of FY05 dues has begun to flow into our Post
Office Box.  Thank You.  For those who have yet to pay
please consider remitting soonest.  Dues letters were sent
to those I had an address for.  However, if you did not
receive dues request letters give me a ring at 703-784-1338
or 703-497-4674.  The punch line will be annual
memberships are set at $100.00.  Also, we all want to
encourage new membership.  If we had 4 new members we
would grow by 110%, 10 new members 125%, etc.

Secretary
Ann Sooby

     This month it was actually very easy and fun to prepare
the newsletter. I not only received articles by 2 guest
contributors but I also have photos of the Columbus Day
Cruise.  Hopefully you’ ll enjoy reading it.
     I do have a confession, though.  I am NOT the one who
does most of the work on this newsletter.  Larry is the
computer genius at our house.  He does all of artistic
touches that make the newsletter look so nice.  I simply cut
and paste the various articles
     We are eagerly looking forward to getting CAVU back
to Quantico.  It appears that it may happen in the near
future.  Gosh!  I hope the nice weather holds.  I love being
on the water in the fall and winter but only if the weather
cooperates.  All of you who are familiar with the Army’s
zest for the outdoor life will understand that after spending
20 years in the rain, sleet, snow, or 110degree heat, I’ve
lost all appreciation for seasonal variance in the weather.
If it isn’ t sunny and calm, I’m not too eager to participate.

     We attended the Annapolis Boat Show with Randy and
Janice Corey.  It was good to see them again.   We had a
great day.  Actually, it seemed like we spent most of it
aboard the 47 foot Great Harbor.  We actually spoke with
lenders this time around.  We keep getting closer and
closer to taking that big step!

Fleet Captain
Robert G. Lang

OFFICERS, MEMBERS, AND FRIENDS.  As we work
to repair our clubhouse from the ravages of Hurricane
Isabel, I often look at the progress we make, and as I
watch, I think, “Wow.  This is a fast and as exciting as
watching wet paint dry or mud work progress on a wall.”
Not surprising, it is usually on those days when someone is
doing mud work or painting at the clubhouse.  Often, being
as close to the work as I am, I think that I may overlook
the progress we make, nearly every weekend, and
sometimes, even on weekdays.  So, now, I look back and
note the events that I consider to be real milestones of our
rebuilding effort.
DECISION TO MOVE FORWARD.  It was November
and about all that we had left of QYC clubhouse was a pile
of debris.  We met at the Officer Club Pool-house.  There
was no heat so we ran a propane heater to take the chill off
the room.  The water was already turned off and we carried
water into the restrooms, to flush the toilets and wash our
hands.  We brought refreshments in from the storage
locker.  We met and listened to various proposals.  We
voted on a course of action and promised to step up to get
it done.
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DECISION TO MOVE FORWARD.  It was November
and about all that we had left of QYC clubhouse was a pile
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MOVING THE QYC PITCHED ROOF.  Through the
cold of January and into February, we continued to prepare
our site.  Fortune smiled on us with the Prince William
Landfill providing “vouchers”  to take our trash and Five
Star Hauling providing multiple 30-yard containers.



Columbus Day Cruise  -  Cobb Island Marina

       

 

       

We tore apart the remainder of the old club, installed
conduit for our electrical, and cleared the ground for our
next event of importance.  Then, on 13 March, with Mike
Fallon calling the shots, we moved the last of our old club,
the pitched roof, to another location, freeing space we need
to bring in our new facility.  I considered the move to be,
physically, the move hazardous work we had to do and
was very happy to have this safely behind us.
DELIVERY AND SETUP OF THE MODULAR
UNITS.  Through the remainder of March and into April,
we continued site preparation work, re-shingled the former
pitch roof, and terminated our water, power, and sewage.
14 April started a significant week for the club.  We took
delivery of the two modular halves, and by the end of the
week, the “new”  clubhouse was on-site, leveled, and
blocked.  From this point on, rain or shine, we could work
in comfort.
INTERIOR CONSTRUCTION and a RESTROOM.
Throughout the summer, we did quite a bit of work, on the
interior of the club, building walls, running power, and
connecting lights to switches.  Outside, we sank additional
poles, ran steel trusses, and built our deck.  All of this was
nice and gave form to the club, but real functionality
began, 11 September, when Ray Boisvert connected water
to the Women’s restroom.
24/7 ACCESS.  In the last several weeks we have worked
to finish several the clubhouse, room by room, with trim in
the day room, molding in the rest rooms, installation of the
hot water heater, and the last of our electrical lines.  Most
of our painting is done.  On 23 October, we installed a
Cypher (brand) combination lock.  This is set and will
provide you with  “ twenty four – seven”  access to the
clubhouse.
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?  We still have a
bit of work to do.  At some point, we need to seal the roof,
and repair some water-damaged plasterwork.  We have to
build some permanent braces for the pavilion and finish
the deck.  In a week or so, I believe we will have our

second restroom and the hot water working at the club.
This work will not stop us from having our meetings at the
QYC, resting at the QYC while we work on our boats, or
catching up with a few friends to watch a ball game at the
QYC.
We have come a long way since that decision taken nearly
one year ago, on 14 November of last year.  We have made
this, together, to where we should be, as friends, on 12
November of this year -- that is, the Quantico Yacht Club.

Robert Lang

Cruising
Karen Crouch

We did have a Columbus Day cruise which sort of marks
the end of our FY04 cruising season.  We accomplished
two cruises on either end of the season.  Given we’re
toward the end of hurricane season let’s plan on a more
active FY05 season.
Those who attended included Amerid III, CAVU, Two Os
& a G, Escape Hatch, Sea Cabin and MAKIA II.  Any
rumors about domestically distilled beverage, or the results
there-of, are purely in the minds of those who attended.
Mike and I participated in a reality home improvement
show.  It was truly a once in a lifetime event with too
many great stories to share.  But I’ ll try to next month.

Social
Sandy Huizenga

REMEMBER!!  December 18th is the day and
the Clubs of Quantico is the place.   That’s the
annual QYC Christmas Party.  Please see Cheri Saggers to
make your reservations!
The final social event of the year will be the Super  Bowl
Party to be held at the club house.  This year it will be

Yacht club members participate in the Saturday brunch at Cobb
Island Marina during the Columbus Day Cruise.

Mike & Karen Crouch enjoy a late
night drink with a guest in the

saloon of their new boat.



sponsored by Ann and Larry Sooby.  Details will be
announced at the January meeting.

Kids in a Candy Store
by

Doug Humston

Like two kids looking at the sweets through the front
window of a candy store, Ross Horton and I visited the
Annapolis Sailboat Show recently.  The October 7, 2004
show in Annapolis MD is, in my opinion, the best of the
best. I say this because I have lived in Newport RI and
have visited Fremantel Australia that are the other location
that call themselves the Sailing Capitol of the World.  Ross
owns a 40-year-old Alberg sailboat, and I own a 28-year-
old Columbia sailboat. The new things, like those that are
in the show, are nice but new things are a novelty to us.
In the minds of the thousands of people who attended the
show, the thoughts of owning new stainless steel,
fiberglass and teak was normal and walked with the hopes
of travels to far off places.  We properly requested
permission to come on board several very nice boats
knowing that our (working man's) attire and (let's see the
value) mien might illicit a response from the boat crew
that, "the boat cleaning crew was not to report on board
until after the 6:00 PM show closing time".  The sailing
economy must be doing well because the sales woman on
the Morris 36 never blinked when she said that the sailboat
she was sitting on was being offered for only $700,000.00. 
Hundreds of venders were offering must-buy sailing items
that seemed like they would be nice to have. Every piece
of equipment, book, software or concept that I have ever
read about was being pitched and demonstrated.  It was
great to get hands-on information on so much interesting
stuff in such a short time and in one place.  It was also a
great place to see and talk with interesting people. Ross
pointed out Tom Morris the owner and designer of Morris
Boats.  I spoke briefly with Bob Bitchin, who writes for
the magazine Attitudes and Latitudes.  All of the thoughts
and conversations that day were of boats that were better
than others and destinations that are even further than
over-the-horizon.  Ross' and my reputations as frugal
sailors remained in tact as our billfolds opened only wide
enough to buy lunch.  I think I saw a moth fly out of one of
our billfolds as we opened them to pay the cashier.
We pulled ourselves away from the sailing mecca one-
hour after the official closing time. Both of us were happy
with a day that produced both the empty hands of a pauper
and the rich thoughts of king.  Our current boats and
equipment will more than satisfy our dreams and hold us
in bliss until next years show when we may again enter the

land of Oz.  For us it was a fun and informative day for
two sail boaters who believe that," the more things you
own, the more things own you".

TRIP HOME
SAILING LOG FROM “STACY LYNN”

By
Ray Boisvert

It has been just over a year since I moved our boat out of a
badly damaged Quantico Marina.  After being hauled for 8
months at Port Kinsale Marina, I launched the boat in
August 04 and took a temporary slip at Kinsale Harbour
Marina.  My temporary slip contract at Kinsale Harbour
Marina would expire 1 Nov 04.  The work to rebuild
Quantico continues.  More and more progress is made each
day.  The last phase, B Dock, is nearing completion.  I
must decide to either come back to Quantico now or
extend my contract at Kinsale for a year.   Luckily, Tony
gives me the green light to come home to Quantico.  My
wife, Debbie, takes me to Kinsale Friday night the 29th of
October 2004.  We have another great dinner with Bill and
Lisa who run the Kinsale NY Style Deli Restaurant at
Kinsale Harbour and present them with a QYC burgee.
Over a few more beers we say our good-byes and head for
the boat.  Our stay at Kinsale has been wonderful.
Everyone there could not have been friendlier or more
helpful.   Debbie departs in her vehicle Saturday morning
at 0800 and I let go the final dock line 0910 aboard our 30’
sloop STACY LYNN.  Winding my way down and out the
Yecomico River a small amount of morning fog lingers,
but it does not hinder my ability to pick out the channel
markers.  At 1000 I reach the red #2 on the Potomac River
that serves as the outer marker for the Yecomico.  I set full
sail on a course for Ragged Point and then to the Mo “A”
Buoy off of St. Clements Island.  Winds stayed at a
consistent 8-10kts from the Southwest.  I arrived at St.
Clements at 1315.  It has been a perfect day for a sail back
to Quantico.  Normally, at this time of year winds are from
the Northwest which would have made the entire trip
either a motoring experience or a very long tacking
adventure.  But today I have Southwest winds and they
start to increase to 10-12 kts.  At 1720 and well before
sundown I pass by the green can “7”  at Mathias Point.  I
sail the “slot”  between Mathias Point and red #18”  without
adjusting the sails.  As the sun finally sets and I reach the
corner of Maryland Point the winds begin to get lighter.  I
use this opportunity to lower sails and start the engine.
After a quick break to prepare a few ham and cheese on
rye sandwiches, I pointed the bow for Quantico Marina.
When sailing or motoring at night on this stretch of the
Potomac without crew I like to stay outside the channel but
parallel to it.   Do you remember what three vertical lights
mean???   Looks light a Christmas tree; lots of pretty lights
coming at you.  Wait a minute that means something
important.   A fast moving powerboat just past me to
starboard heading north toward Quantico.  He is running in
the channel at night at about 25kts and he is cruising
toward the lights.   Wow!  Big horn blasts.  Powerboat has
very close call with big barge being pushed by a tug.  That



could have been ugly.   Bet you someone learned a lesson
this night.  I arrived at Quantico and tied up in a temporary
slip on the East wall.  The time was 2100.  The GPS
showed total distance traveled was 60.6 nm.  I enjoyed a
perfect 12 hour sailing trip on the Potomac River the day
before Halloween and it felt so good to be home.    (Note
to QYC powerboaters:  not all Christmas trees are friendly
and I used 1 gallon of diesel for the entire trip)

Ask a member of the Executive
Board for details.
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November 12, 2004 QYC Monthly Meeting
December 4, 2004 PRYCA Holiday Parade of

Lights – Washington, D.C.
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Holiday Party (Saturday
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December 28, 2004 QYC Executive Board
January 14, 2005 QYC Monthly Meeting –
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January 23, 2005 PRYCA Change of Watch
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Meeting
February 6, 2005 QYC Super Bowl Party
February 11, 2005 QYC Monthly Meeting –
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February 22, 2005 QYC Executive Board

Meeting
March 11, 2005 QYC Change of Watch –

Monthly Meeting
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