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NBF ATTENDS WSBAA MEETING

MARGOT BROWN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

i he Western States Boadng Administrators Association (WSBAA) met in Juneau, AK on July 9 - 12, 20000 All States, as
well as the Markanas Islands and Guam were vepresented. except California and Wyoming,

‘The Nationa! Boating Federation has been a member of WSBAA Education Committee for many years, and this ses-
ston, on Sunday, July 9, proved interesting. as usaal.

Chairman Fred Messman (Nevada) read the eight charges to the Committee. It says something ol the inteusity of the
i opinions represented at the meeting that we never got beyond Gharge #1. reconsider the NASBLA maodel act for manda-
- tory education. Chairman Messman proposed an entively new version, which “ran aground™ on paragraph 12 Proctored
v, unproctored examinadons for Operators” licenses. No agreement could be achicved on this issue,

Also of impert: Gontinuing reciprociiy with Canada; Canada’s licensing procedure has a ten-year window, and there
is 1o problem antieipated in the [oreseeable future for LS. boating visitors, licensed or not. However, there MAY be prob-
lems regarding travel WITHIN the United States unless a firm U, policy is in place.

Again, it scems that the Coast Guard should set such a policy on a national level, There are no “customs taxes™ in
interstate travel, nor local restricdons for automebile or arplane travel,

Speaking of reciprocity. [ suggested, and the WSBAA Executive Gommittee agreed, that Associate Membership be
exchanged annually by their organization and NBE
OF exceptional interest: The incredible differences between concerns of the various BLAs, depending on their loca-
: tiom:

In Alaska, due o the very cold water and great distances the Goast Guard must cover, boaters are expected (o take
charge of their safety and self-rescue capabilities. Also in Alaska, “recreational boating™ is generally defined as “non-com-

. mercial [ishing™

Tt has heen ineredibly difficult to promote the use of PFDs to youngsters. Elders in many villages are alraid that the
COLOR of the PFD may scare seals. Language barriers ave enormous, as are distances. Fatalitics are ten times the nation-
al average.

A bit dilferent from Guam, where liling a lloat plan has been the major subject ol instruction.

By the wav. it would appear that all WSBAA members are receiving (and reading!} the LOOKOUT..an excellent
record!
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HYANNISPORT TO HosT NBF FALL MEETING

vamnis Yacht Club in Hyannis, MaA will host the NBF fall meeting on 27-28 October. 'Uhe yacht club is located at 490 Ocean
Street. A block of rooms is heing held at the Hvannis Harbor Hotel, 213 Ocean Street, less than a mile from the yacht lub.
Hot:l reservations are to he made by calling 1-888-810-0044. Be sure o mention that vou are with the NBF. The cost per night
is $69.00 and up. The fall is the best time on Cape Cod: the weather tends to be warm during the day and cool at night with a
limited amount of had weather, and most tourists have departed! You may wish o do some sightseeing while vou are ut the

Cape, All delegates are encouraged o join us for a grear tall meedang and a great time.

g ' REPRESENTING AMERICA'S BOATERS

b i i e

R R s e ey et




ot Denmis, MA 45

+08-394-5670

Vice President - Bill Mitchelson
9183 N. Fairway Circle
Milwaukee, WI 53217-1316
+14-352-0967

Secretary and Treasurer
Willtam A. Heider, Sr.
1114 Apple Tree Lane
Lirie, PA 16509-3917
814-825-3011

PPublic Affairs Officer and

LLOOKOUT Editor -David L. Goodman
1422 Washington Drive

Stafford, VA 22554

540-639-3275

Fxecutive Director
Margot J. Brown
3217 Fiji Lane
Alameda, CA 94502

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

William B. Allbright
Y Ambleside Drive
Bellaire, FL.

Roger K. Brown

LS. View Gourt

Shore Acres, NJ 0872-7520
732-447-3910

Charles S, Johuns
Box 14003
Harrishurg, PA 17104-4003

David J. Kutz
23911 Newell Lane NE,
Kingston, WA 98346

Rolf R. Tinge
189 Sunrise Lane
Hiram, OH 44234

Ewrl M. Waesche
419 Midship Court
Annapolis, MD 21401-7380)

y, NATIONAL BOATING FEDERATION
s, Box 4111

Annapelis, MD 2]1403-4111
{(410)-626-8566

i = delayed this

i _Xissuv of The LOOKOUT in
order to provide more timely infor-
mation about our fall meeling and trv
to work around busy summer travel
schedules.

Here is the specific information
ahout the meeting, which will he held
at the Hyvannis Yacht Club on beauti-
ful Hyunnis harbor, Gape Cod, MA,
27 28 October 2000, The
Exccutive  Clommittee  will  meet
riday, 27 October from 0830 to
1700. Friday evening we will meet for

and

a social hour, cocktails, and dinner at
the Club open to all members,
Reservations and a menu selection
for dinner ($25] are required prior to
15 October. Please contacl me for
details. Our gencral
meeting will be held from 0830 to
ahout 1700 on Saturday, 28 October
with guest speakers from the Coast
National  Oceanic &
Aumospheric Administration, and

reservation

Guard,

others important to reercational
boating. The Club will provide lunch
for $15 and advance reservations are
required. Hotel rooms have been
blocked at the Hyannis Harbor Hotel
less than a mile down the swreet [rom
the Club for $64 to $129 per night
plus 9.7% tax. You must make your
reservations by contacting the hotel
at  1-888-810-0044 25

September after which the rocns will

hetore

be released. Ask for Gene Schroecler
and indicate you are with NBF.

This hatel CH IR U O
Hyaunnis inner harbor across the
street rom the lerries (o Nantucket
ancl Martha’s Vineyard and a short
walk from excellent restaurants and
the village. You can contact me also
about wravel and wuring options. |
hope many will joins us for an inter-
esting meeting and the delights of fall
on Cape Cod.

There have been a number of
recent meetings and [ oam pleased
that ather members of the Exccutive
Committee have taken tme from
their summer boating fun to attend
ot hehall of NBF and mysell and o
represent the interests ol recreational
boaters. The boating law administra-
tors have held several meetings. P/P
Marget Brown vepresented us at the
western states (WS5BAA) meeting, at
the northern states (NABA) by Rolle
Tinge, and at the NASBLA national
meeting hy Secretary/ Treasurer Bill
Heidler

Larl Wacsche was our representa-
tve to the Coast Guard Auxiliary
National Conlerence since I was out
ol the country: Earl had the honor 1o
presented the NBF 1999 Outstanding
Flotilla Award for Public Education
to Floulla 65, 7th District, Cutler
Ridge, Irederico Jaca,
Flotilla Commander. My sincere con-

Florida,

gratulations to Flotilla 65 and all the
Auxiliary {lotillas that make such
major contributions 1o recreational
hoating safetv.

EDITOR’S LOCKER

Executive Committee Appointment

NBF President. Rabert P David, with a concurrence of the majority of the
Executive Commiltee. has appointed Roger K. Brown. from the U.S. Sailing

4

Association, (o the NBF Exccutive Committee 2000,

Boating Infrastructure Grant Program

The NBF continues to receive many questions about the Boating Inlrastruc-
ture Grant Program the nature of which indicates that misinformation and con-

fusion still exists aboul this important program. The NBI has contacted the Pro-

gram Manager of this program and learned that there will he a delav in
implementation. Eart Waesche, the NBF National Legislative Divector s con-

ducting this research. More details to follow.
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NBF MEMBERSHIP SWELLED
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he ranks of National Boating Federation mem-

bership mcreased significantly over the summer
with the additon of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary
National Board, Inc., joining as an Associate member
and Sue Haven Yacht Club, Baltimore, and Pickwick
Boaters Associaiion, Pickwick Dam, Tennessee, both
joining as Club members.

All members of the NBI are encouraged to solic-
it new members from their boating communities, Bill
Mitchelson, vice-president and membership director of
the large volunteer recreational bhoating organization,
said. He urged officers, committee members and other
membership at all levels to encourage boaters (o join
the NBF to help the federation pursue its mission of
working for the bencefit of boaters across the nation.

The organization essentially monitors legislation
and rulemaking at the federal level with the goal of
protecting mariners from overzealous government
agencies and politictans. VWhere appropriate, other leg-
slative activity also 1s watched, Mitchelson explained,
State and local legislative bodies frequently single out
hoaters tor lawmaking without thinking through all the
ramifications of issues.

For example, Mitchelson, who lives in Milwaukee
on the shores of Lake Michigan and represcnts the
Lake Michigan Yachting Association, explained that a
Wisconsin state legislator had proposed an annual

“horsepower tax™ in 1999 that would have taxed all
boaters with engimes {rom 50 cents to a dollar per
horsepower every yvear. His goal was 1o target so-called
go-tast offshore race-stvle power hoats for annoying
him as he fished on the bay of Green Bay. He had not
considered what the tax would do to powerboat own-
ers of all types some of which had several hundred
horsepower engines driving large and slow moving
cruising boats.

A mailing alert about the tax plan was sent o boat
anrcl yacht clubs in the state warning of the plan and
through the written protests of several boaters who
wrote to the legislator and his associates, the proposal
never saw the light of day and never got out of com-
mittee.

It is proposals like this that must be guarded
against, Mitchelson saic. If the NBI isn’t watching out
for dangerous legislation that can aflect boaters, no one
else is looking out for our interests, he said.

Membership i NBF is inexpensive at all levels,
sald Mitchelson, and no one with a boat or who 1
interestec in hoating should not he a member of the
National Boating Federation. A membership applica-
tion appears in every tssue of The LOOKOUT or
applications may be obtained from Bill Mitchelson,
Membership Department, 9483 N. Fairway Circle,
Milwaukee, WI 53217-1316.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

MAIL TO: National Boating Federaton
70 Garfield Lane
West Denrus, MA 02670

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: National Boating Federagon

MEMBERSHIP TYPE; Associate ($100), ____ Club (850}, Individual (820), Family ($30)
(Plese prin)
NAME TELEPHONE
ADDRESS
ZIP




P.O. BOX 4111

Address Service Requested

NATIONAL BOATING FEDERATION

Annapolis, Maryland 21403-4111

PRESOQORTED
FIRST-CLASS
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Waukesha, WI

Permit No. 124

BOATING SAFETY

UNDER THE INFLUENCE

0 January 1988 operating @ vessel while
Iinmxic-utcd became a spreitic Federal
oftense, Stumdards (vr determining swhen the

¢
-
)
4
&

operator af u vessel is imtoxicated were estab-
lished, When the Dlood aleohol content {BAC
of the operator of o reercational vessel 1s
L 0, 10% ar higher, that person is considered o
he legally intoxicated. The Goast Guard his
proposce @ revision to the Federal Tow o Jower
the BAC standard to 0.08%. Thix would bring
the Fecleral regulation o alignment with the
0.08% BAC regulaton ol many States. They
alsa propose to replace the term “itoxicated”
with “under the mlluence of aleahal ar dan-
gerows drugs™. This would bring the regula-

TAWAL

LR SR

lems e conlormance with corrent statutory
Lnguage,
Boating while under in influence of

R I

alcohol or drugs 1s not only illegal, it is dan-
gerous. Aleohol is a depressant to the nervons

systent Juean cause a degradation of balanee,
coardination.  judgment. and visien. When
exposed o sun, wind, engine noise, and the
rolling and pitching o o vessel. o boaer
drinking alcohalic heverages can hecome
aigued much more quickly than normal,
Aleohol can also wecelerate the Joss of hody
heat. which
hypothermia more rapidly i an intoxicated
person is immersed in cold water. Half ol all
boating aceidents are alcohol or drug related,
Over 2 quarter o all boating deaths reeorded

alechol or drugs or o combination of both.

“ The penaliies for 2 person operating a
recreational vessel while under the influenee
ol aleohal or crugs are severe, Such a person

van bring on the cffects of

since 1986 hine involved twe mproper use of

can he subjected 10 a civil penalty of an
amount up 1o $1.000, or a criminal penaly up
ty 35000, one
Lanwvsuits arising [rom hoating mishaps that

- imprisonment. or hoth,

involved excessive use of aleoholic Beverages
can resalt in pecundary damages that are
arders of magnituge larger tat such lines,
The risks invelved with hoating while under
the influence far execed any pleasure thad
might be derived from drinking alcoholic bev-

CTAges.

HOAX DISTRESS CALLS

Faery vear during the hoating season
there are a0 Lige number o distress calls
made over VHE radio channels. Most are
heard on channel 16, the hailing and distress
clunmel,  and most
Unfortunately there are some people who
think it s funny or just a harmless prank
make a false distress or MAYDAY call.
Unsupervised children sometimes make prank
distress calls, What pleasure o satisfuction
thev can derive ko making such calls is hard

are  legitimate,

to understand. The Coast Guard responds
with all passible haste whenever a distress call
s received. There is no way o determine
whether or not such an incoming call is legiti-
mate, No matter what the weather conditions
may he, the Coast Guard dispatches assets o
conduct search and rescue operations, olien
putting their personnel at risk, The cost for
conducting a search and rescie aperidion s

UXPLISIVEG,

The cost 1o operate the average Coust
Guard Cuiter is ubout §
Cloast Guard Alrcraft costs abouw 33,000 per
hour 1o concduct a search operation. When

ADU0 per hour A

Coast Guard assets are committed o respond-
ing to a hoax call their alility to respond Tully
o a legitimate distress call is diminished. For
example, o man and his sen died when Uwir
Boat sank. They had made a distress call at the
same time that o heoax eall was made. The
Cloast Guard heard and responded o the
hoax call that blocked the e distress call
and the result was o tragedy. The hoax caller
wis never ddentilied. but one must wonder
how much pleasure or satistaction this prank
sove him.

A few vears agn an intoxicated nan
ntude a bhoax MAYDAY call repeatedly ona
VIIF radie from his home, Using radio divec-
ton finders, the Cloast Gruard was able 1o
locate his house and e was promptly arrest-
ed. When someone s caught making o hioax
distress call they are i lor some severe pun-
islument. "Thev van recehve up 1o six years in
prison, and he Mned up o w F230,000.
Farthermore, they can e held aeconntable
lor all the costs neurred By the Cloast Guard
in responding to the hows distress call. There
is nothing fumry about a ialse distress cull. Tt s
not a harmless prank, and in some Clourts it is
treated us a (Lo 1 vou know and can idew-
tly someone wlu s making a false distress call
on aradio, call your nearest Goast Guard
Unit and report i, The hoax caller is costing
tuxpayer dollurs and putting the Lives of peo-
ple at visk

These articles were reprinted from
the CBYCA Chartroom Chatter.
expressed
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Nancy Harper




