


COMMODORE'S CORNER WOW!! The Maine
Street Ice Cream Store is open again!! Barbara
was so proud that she lost two pounds with all
the work doing Cobb Island Days--Sunday
evening, we visited the Ice Cream Store and had
a banana split each. So much for poundage. She
just informed me she is going for a walk to work
it off. I you all do not know where the Maine
Street Ice Cream Store is--it is next door to the
Citizens Association Hall.

The cruise over Memorial Day was a mixed
blessing. We had a very nice cruise down on
Friday, except I was slowed about 3 knots by the
accumulation of those small barnacles that
attacked everyone in April. Saturday, it rained all
day; however, on Sunday, the rain held off so we
were able to have a good picnic at Puddieby-on-
the-Marsh. Since the Johnston's new (to them)
40" Mainship Black Tie was not ready to come
down from Kent Narrows, we opted to have Rick
Meatyard haul our boat at Tall Timbers. In over
20 years on the river, I have never seen such an
accumulation of bamacles. It looks as though
those little things enjoy the new bottom paints.
There was a consistent coating over the hull
about 4" thick. Timbers dismantled the bow
thruster in order to clean it out. I must say that
they did a superior job. Rick says that many
boaters are facing the same problem. He also
said that the only paint that works in this area is
Super KL-990. We will be a test case—will
report on its longevity!!

Thanks for all of your help and support to make
Cobb Island Days a success. 1t was hot!! but the
weather was clear and all boaters had a pleasant
cruise down and, hopefully, a safe cruise home.
Although we had the normal hassles with
electricity and three or four boats had to be
adjusted due to them being wider than their slip
assignments, all changes were made in good
spirit.  We did not receive a single negative
report on the weekend. 1 under stand the happy
hour at Someplace Special was outstanding,
although I missed this event because 1 was still
docking boats and solving problems. Such is
life!! In some future issue, I will duly report on
how we came out for all of our efforts. 1 was
busy trying to put the thing together and take care
of all the details to worry about how the finances
were coming out.

Stem and Phyllis were unable to actively
participate in Cobb Island Days this year, since
Phyllis went into surgery for knee replacement
last weekend. Phyllis, we look forward to your
full recovery, and will list you among the first
team for next year's croquet maich.

Billy Mudd is still nursing a very sore back and
goes in for additional tests next week. Billy, we
look forward to you being able to join us at
Waterside for the James River Cruise. Keep us
informed of your progress.

Barbara and 1 will be traveling in company with
Bob and Nancy Jackson on Summer Memories
IV, leaving Saturday, June 17th on the Albemarle
Sound cruise to Elizabeth City, Washington NC
et al. Hope some others opt o join us, or meet
us at Waterside about June 9 for the James River
cruise led by Bob and Nancy Jackson, who spent
their teenage vears exploring those historical
environs.

Fellow Members. Come out and join the
activities CIYC has planned!!

REMAINING  CALENDAR:  June 24"
Currioman Bay Swim/Beach party. JULY 8™ —
2™ leg of ICW cruise. Overnight (@, Waterside
Marina, Norfolk. July 9 Plantation tour (see
February issue). July 14" thru 16" PRYCA
Float-In. Don’t miss this one if you aren’t on the
ICW cruise. Lots of fun and fellowship and a
chance to support PRYCA (they suppert us at
Cobb Island Days). July 29% Family
Cruise/Picnic @ Cole’s Point. AUGUST 11
thru 13" Dog Days @ Colonial Beach, a
PRYCA-sponsored middle river event. August
25" thry 27" CIYC trip to ‘the seafood capital of
the world’ —~ Crisfield! SEPTEMBER 1% thru
the 4™ (Labor Day) at Tall Timbers. September
15" thru 17" Old Town Alexandria (GW slept
here). September 30™ Port Tobacco River anchor
out {includes OCTOBER 1%). October 7" thru
9% (Columbus Day) Cole’s Point Plantation.
There you have it sports fans, a full summer and
a partially full fall.



Vessel Safety Checks. Courtesy Marine
Examinations are offered by the U. S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary to boaters who wish to be sure
that their boats meet all federal and state
requirements. The Vessel Examiners who
perform these checks are specially trained
Auxiliarists who are kept informed on the latest
legal requirements for boaters. Vessel
Examiners have no legal authority - their goal is
to prevent boaters from getting equipment-
related citations and to prevent safety-related
accidents. These safety checks are meant to be
an educational experience. The Vessel
Examiners will check for all required items on
board your boat and if everything is present and
in good working order, they will award a decal
to affix to your boat. I you wish, they will also
gladly explain the reason for the various safety
equipment requirements and explain how safety
equipment works.

The following is an expianation of each item
included in a Vessel Safety Check:

|.NUMBERING: The boat’s registration
number must be permanently attached to each
side of the forward half of the boat, They must
be plain, vertical, block characters, not less than
three (3) inches high, and in 2 color contrasting
with the background. A space or hyphen
must separate the letters from the numbers.
Place state tax sticker according to state policy.
(¢.g. FL 1234 AB or FL-1234-AB)

2. REGISTRATION/DOCUMENTATION:
Registration or documentation papers must be
on board and available. Documentation
numbers must be permanently marked on a
visible part of the interior structure. The
documented boat’s name and hailing port must
be displayed on the exterior hull in letters not
less than 4 inches in height. To be documented
a boat must be 5 net tons or greater.

3.PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES
(PFDs): Acceptable PFDs (also known as Life
Jackets) must be U.S. Coast Guard approved, in
good serviceable condition, and of suitable size
for the each person on the boat. Children must
have properly fitted PFDs designed for children.
Wearable PFDs shall be "readily accessible.”
Throwable devices shall be "immediately
available" PFDs shall NOT be stored in
unopened plastic '

packaging. For Personal Watercraft riders, the
PFD must be worn and indicate an impact
rating. Boats 16 feet or longer must also have
one Type IV.

4. VISUAL DISTRESS SIGNALS: All
recreational boats used on coastal waters or the
Great Lakes are required to carry a minimum of
three Coast Guard approved (current dated) day
and night visual distress signals. Some signals
(e.g. red flares) can serve for both day and night.
Boats operating on inland waters should have
some means of making a suitable day and night
distress signal. The number and type of Visual
Disiress Signals is best judged by considering
conditions under which the boat will be
operating. Alternatives to pyrotechnic devices
(flares) include:

[ Night Day |
Strobe Light  Signal Mirror
Flashlight  Red or Orange flags
Lantern Hand signals

5.FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: Every power boat
requires a minimum of one Coast Guard
approved "B-1" extinguisher. Only row boats
and sailboats less than 16 feet with no
mechanical propulsion are exempt. NOTE: Fire
extinguishers must be readily accessible  and
verified as serviceable.

Minimum number of extingnishers required

Boat No Fixed With Fixed
Length System System
Less than 26’ one B-1 one B-1
26' to under 40" two B-1 one B-1

or one B-2
40" to 65' three B-1 or one B-2

one B-1 & one B-2

6.VENTILATION:  Boats with gasoline
engines in closed compartments, built after 1
August 1980 must have a powered ventilation
system. Those built prior to that date must have
natural or powered ventilation. Boats with
closed fuel tank compartments built after 1
August 1978 must meet requirements by
displaying a "certificate of compliance.” Boats
built before that date must have either natural



Discussion Items are educational in nature and
add value to the Vessel Safety Check
program:

Accident reporting / Owner responsibility
Offshore operations

Nautical charts / Navigation aids
Survival tips / First aid

Fueling / Fuel management

Float plan / Weather & sea conditions
Insurance considerations

Boating check list

Safe boating classes

Contact: Department of Information and
Communication Services

Special From Boat US — E-Mail to All
Participating Groups:

Recreational boaters who use GPS (Global
Positioning System) units will now be able to
pinpoint their location to within 30 feet instead
of 300 feet following an announcement o May
by President Clinton. The White House today
announced that it is eliminating the "Selective
Availability" degradation of the nation's Global
Positioning System (GPS). After years of
lobbying by BoatU.S. and other boating
advocates, this means that, for the first time
since GPS was made available to civilians in the
early 1980s, it will be completely accurate.

"Qur 15-year campaign to get the nation's
recreational boaters total GPS accuracy have
finally paid off and we applaud the President's
decision," said Elaine Dickinson, BoatU.S.
federal government lobbyist. With more than
500,000 members, Boatll.S. is the nation's
largest organization of recreational boaters.
"We are equally glad that the GPS system will
continue to be free to all users," she said.

"Boaters will see a dramatic improvement in
the accuracy of GPS," said Dickinson. "Several
years ago the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S
Army Corps of Engineers initiated Differentiat
GPS (DGPS), which uses a second receiver to
compute corrections to the GPS satellite
measurements. However, it cost the recreational
boater about $300 more cither to buy a special
DGPS receiver or get a GPS with DGPS
capability built in. While DGPS units will
continue to work just fine, we are elated that
boaters will no longer have to pay this extra

cost for the accuracy and precision of GPS that
has been available all along,” she said.

Selective Availability was imposed by the
Department of Defense in the

early 1980's to deny hostile military or terrorist
organizations the maximum accuracy benefits
of GPS.

Interesting tidbit from The Proceedings of the
Naval Institute:

Two Cities Fight for Forrestal

By Frank D. Roylance

She had an illustrious service career and
survived a disastrous ecxplosion and fire
during the Vietnam War. Now, two eastern
cities face each other in a showdown to
determine which will be the best showplace
for the U.S. Navy's first supercarrier.

The battle for possession of the

decommissioned supercarrier Forrestal is now a
two-way contest between business interests in
Baltimore, Maryland, and Tampa, Florida. Four
days before the November 1999 deadline, the
USS Forrestal Museum, Inc., of Baltimore filed
its application to acquire the carrier from the
Navy's Ship Donation Program for use as a
tourist attraction and education center. The ship
would be moored at Port Covington, an
industrial section of the city's harbor a short
drive from downtown and within easy access of
Interstate 95.

The Tampa group, called the USS Forrestal
Sea, Air and Space Museum, filed its
application in May, proposing to have the ship
towed to a slip on the Tampa Port Authority's
Ybor Channel. It is now up to the Navy to
evalvate the two submissions and decide which
plan would provide the ship with the most
appropriate and financially viable venue.

It is still possible that neither city will wind up
with the warship. Financial backing, site
acquisition, and other hurdles facing both of the
surviving camps have made the outcome of the
engagement far from certain.

The Florida organization has been troubled by
fund-raising snafis, the resignation of its
embattled chairman, and engineering questions
rising from the fact that the carrier is longer
than the slip it is supposed to occupy.



COBB ISLAND

YACHT CLUB
Membership Application

I would like to join the Cobb Island Yacht Club.

Name Spouse/Partner
Address
L- Zip
Phone: Home ( ) Work ()
E-Mail address:
Radio Call Signal: VHF CB
Boat Name: Boat Type: Power or Sail
Boat Length: Boat kept at:

Boat Manufacturer:

Enclosed, please find our one time Yacht Club membership fee of $30, as well as my
annual dues of $25.

Total Amount Enclosed §

Please make checks payable to Cobb Island Yacht Club
and mail to: Commodore Don Thayer

P.0O. Box 458

Cobb Island, MD 20625-0458

Address any questions to Don Thayer (301) 259-2166
Acceptance of the applicant is hereby recommended by two current members:

Member Member

signature signature




