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George Santanya taught: “Those who forget the lessons of history are
condemned to repeat them.” Shakespeare as usual, was more succinct:
"What's past is prologue.” Which brings us to the office of Historian. In last
month’s issue, we talked about Bernie Williams’ stint as Secretary and
Historian. This month, we are pleased to announce that Sandra Johnston
has taken over both roles. Working from old newsletters, club
correspondence and Bernie's compilations, she has put together the
document printed herein to go with the photo albums she has maintained
over the years.

John Seymour home... Chuck and Sandra Johnston recently popped in on
Captain John Seymour at his home on Neale Sound. John is recuperating and
attempting to hide out from his physical therapist. Isn't working though. Oh, the
recuperating part is fine, since the doctor doesn’t want to see him for another year.
The physical therapy part is not so good since John let it slip where he lives. He's
got a telescope rigged up on his rear porch, which has a commanding view of the
sound. Gives him a leg up on the Matthews, the Crowsons, the Finch-Thayers, etc.
Yep, that ol’ telescope and his binoculars allow him to see more. Get it? See More!

Just when you thought it was
safe to go back into the
water...

New PRYCA bridge poses
for its first photos after taking
the oath of office.

Beware the Tides of March. Finally, and at
last, the oft-scheduled CIYC Change of
Watch Ceremony is announced for 5:00 PM
(that's 1700 hours) on Saturday, March 9™,
2002 at Shymansky’'s. The Program will
consist of a brief ceremony followed by the
consumption of food and beverages ordered
from Butch’s extensive menu. This way you
can spend as much or as little as you like,
and there’s no ugly check to write... unless

vou owe dues.




View From the Bridge.

Since Confucious say 1 picture is worth 1,000 words, | thought I'd get in a few thousand licks
on behalf of the club. First, are photos from the PRYCA Change of Watch dinner-dance at the
Sheraton Crystal City on January 26™ Included are some photos of familiar characters at the
Democratic District reception at the Maryland State House on January 28",

CIYC members attending the 2002 PRYCA COW,
from left to right; Bob Jackson, Nancy Jackson,
Chuck Johnston, Sandra Johnston, Ann Fels,
Bernie Williams, Susan Malloy and Paul Malloy

CEJ: OK, Stenny, thanks for the jetty, but we
want a light on the end... and we want it
dredged... and, um, wetter water... Oh, yeah,
and we want...

Stenny: Who is this guy?

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 7

Photos on right.

1. Commodore and Carol Wyndham of Solomon’s Yacht Club, our once and future hosts

2. Commodore Wayne and Joann Kuster of Yacht Club at Swan Point. Wayne received a
distinguished service award from the PRYCA Board.

3. Our historian, Sandra Johnston makes a little history herself, as she enjoys the 1% photo-op with

Kathleen Kennedy Townsend after KKT received the Democratic Leadership endorsement for

Governor.




Vice Commodore’s Wardroom.
ClYC COMMODORE CHUCK JOHNSTON IS PRYCA MEMBER-AT-LARGE (MAL)

CIYC’'s own Commodore Chuck Johnston was installed as a Member-
At-Large to the Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association at the annual
Change of Watch Dinner/Dance, January 26, 2002 at the Sheraton
Crystal City Hotel.

Johnston was selected by the PRYCA Bridge for his past participation,
and contributions to the goals of PRYCA thru his work on behalf of the
CIYC. Over the years Johnston has served CIYC as the club
representative to the PRYCA, Vice Commodore, and is of course
currently the Commodore.

Club members can be proud that Commodore Johnston has been
selected by PRYCA to serve on their Board.

Congratulations to Chuck!
Bob Jackson
PRYCA Deleaate

Chuck Johnston, Commodore CIYC and PRYCA MAL

One of our more active members, Paul Malloy was installed at the
PRYCA Change of Watch last month as the organization’s Secretary.

Congratulations to Paul for being chosen for this distinguished position.
Paul is Past Commodore of the Capital Yacht Club (CYC) and has held
other elected positions at CYC.

CIYC is fortunate to have Paul as a member. He has been a very
active Potomac River boater. Paul and Susan are both excellent
boaters and are a credit to the CIYC.

Bob Jackson
PRYCA Delegate

Paul Malloy 2002 PRYCA Secretary

The more significant organizational lapses for CIYC at this point in time are:
-No committee to review the profit vs. non-profit status has been formed.
-No annual CIYC Schedule of Events has been published.
-The Chair for the Cobb Island Days event has not been announced.

While most volunteer organizations have trouble from time to time getting enough help. CIYC does not
even have a Secretary, and there are other areas that could use some help too!

If you want to take a little time and do something you can feel good about; step forward and give a
hand.

Thanks
Bob Jackson, Vice Commodore



FLEET CAPTAIN’'S HAILER
WHAT’'S THE BEST-KEPT SECRET?

Answer: The Washington, N.C. waterfront. While on vacation Bob & | drove to Washington for lunch at
PJ’'s. This was one of the restaurants we visited on our ICW cruise in the 2000 cruising season.

We noticed the street running along the water and most of the parking lots were being resurfaced.
Upon inquiring we learned that the town is in the process of beautifying the waterfront to encourage
more tourists.

In addition to reworking the streets & parking lots they have at least tripled the city dockage area.
Those of you who went on the ICW cruise may recall that the dockage complete with full hook-ups and
pump-out is FREE. Boats are limited to not more than two weeks, no problem for us. The addition of
new slips may indicate that the secret is getting out, but it also increases the availability of space for us.
This is one of our planned stops on the 2002 ICW Cruise schedule.

WHAT'S THE WORST KEPT SECRET?

Editor's note. Be careful what you tell our Commodore. He has a tendency to blab everything he
knows. For example, he’s been telling anyone who will listen about the trip to Washington, NC. His
story is, “We invited the whole PRYCA last time, and Paul Malloy is the only one who bit. Maybe we'll
get more this time.” We'll See.

Fuel Tax Refund

Just a reminder that fuel purchased and used in a recreational or pleasure boat is eligible for a
complete refund of the Virginia motor fuel tax that was paid.

The fuel must be purchased in the Commonwealth of Virginia on or after July 1 2000, and the
application must have receipts/tickets/invoices attached that show the:

Exact date of purchase, which cannot exceed 12 months prior to the date of application for
refund

Number of gallons purchased (must be for 5 gallons or more); and,

Amount paid for fuel (Diesel purchases must show the amount of state tax paid).
It is my understanding that Cole’s Point Plantation doesn’t pay tax on Diesel fuel, therefore, you
would not receive a refund if you bought diesel at Cole’s Point.

In addition, each receipt/ticket/invoice must show the name and address of the Virginia dealer from
which the fuel was purchased.

The refund can be requested from the Department of Motor Vehicles by downloading and printing the
Application for Fuels Tax Refund Form (FT 216). Go to VA DMV: Citizen Services; Click on Citizen
Services: Fuels Tax Refund.

If you have a problem accomplishing this let me know and I'll send you a copy of the application.
Nancy Jackson

JckNnc@aol.com
Phone: 301 259-4557




Regulating Inflatable Life Raft Maintenance

According to an article in the February 2002 issue of the CHESAPEAKE BAY MAGAZINE titled “Going
Overboard?” by Mike Brown, the Coast Guard'’s official advisory group—the National Boating Safety
Advisory Council is considering regulating the maintenance of inflatable life rafts on recreational boats
the same as currently required for commercial vessels. At present commercial vessels are required to
have their life rafts serviced annually at facilities inspected and approved by the Coast Guard.

The regulation would require recreational life rafts to be serviced according to manufacturer’s
instructions at a facility approved by the Coast Guard or the manufacturer.

Now get this! Recreational boats would not be required to carry a life raft, but those who do would have
to follow the rule.

The Coast Guard is asking the boating community for information to aid them in evaluating the
proposal. They want to know how many recreational boaters keep inflatable life rafts aboard and how
often they're serviced. They also want to know if the maintenance regulation would discourage
skippers from carrying them.

Written comments must be submitted by March 11. They can be mailed to:

Docket Management Facility
U.S. Dept. of Transportation
Rm. PL-401
400 Seventh St., SW
Washington, DC 20590-0001
Or
Faxed to: 202 493-2251
Or
Electronically submitted by visiting dms.dot.gov

For more information go to Office of Boating Safety’s website www.uscgboating.org.

Nancy Jackson

(Editor’'s note: A similar situation developed with VHF radio licenses in the 1990’s. Finally, someone
wisely decided it was better to drop licensing requirements in favor of getting more radios on the water.)

THE

HISTORY
B CHANNEL

(This brief history attempts to highlight the mileston es in CIYC history. The informatio n has
been obtained via written commu nicati on with members, official corresp ondence, club minutes
and news letter articles.)

In 1981 most of the sailboat owners who had berths at the Cobb Island Marina did not live on
Cobb Island or even in Charles County. They came from a variety of areas such as Washington, DC,
St Mary’s and Prince Georges counties. Friendships were formed on the docks as a result of their
interest in boating and gradually the idea to form a “boat club” began to take shape. The primary
function of the club was to establish a roster to include pertinent data of the cruising members as to call
signs, addresses, boat identification and phone numbers. This enable fellow boaters to be on call to aid
one another while cruising on the river or on shore especially when the cooler was running low. Using a



bulletin board at the marina ship’s store to communicate, the group organized raft-ups, potluck suppers
and day cruises. One event which remains to this day is the annual Memorial Day Kick-off boat-in and
Cookout at Puddleby on the Marsh, home of Bill and Susan Fuhrman. General good fun sustained the
group for about 6 years. When in 1987 the Cobb Island Marina changed hands, the boats were
scattered and a Cobb Island Marina based club was no more.

On May 1, 1993, some of the original members and a few more island boat owners formally
organized a “new” Cobb Island Yacht Club electing Don Thayer as the first Commodore. During that
year other officers were elected, bylaws were written, a burgee was designed, dues imposed and a
newsletter established as a communication tool instead of the bulletin board at the marina. The club
determined that its purpose would be to foster boating knowledge and safety on the water, partnering
with the community, and organizing cruises, sail and power events.

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary conducted boat safety checks in 1994. Sail and powerboat
events were organized by Vice Commodore Bill Parks. The powerboats predicted log races became
popular and this prompted Chuck Johnston to design a predicted log automated scoring system to aid
in determining the winning vessel. Billy Zantzinger presided over the first Pig Roast sponsored by the
Club for Cobb Island Day. Due to her participation in getting the Club operational again, designing the
club burgee, organizing the Club participation in Cobb Island day and her outstanding efforts as
Secretary/Treasurer and newsletter editor, Tish Anderson was given the honor of being the first Life
Member in the CIYC on October 12, 1995. Flying from Shymansky’s Restaurant flagpole, a large brand
new burgee or club flag could be seen.

In order to enhance the range of activities available to the Club and members, application was
made to the Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association. The PRYCA met on September 9, 1996 and
officially accepted the CIYC into its ranks. The first PRYCA delegate to represent CIYC was Stim
Eveleth. Participation at the PRYCA 1997 Change of Watch Ball and a cocktail party hosted by CIYC
helped gain attention of fellow PRYCA boaters to visit our area.

In 1998 more changes took place within the club to aid its growth. CIYC became a
corporation. Stim Eveleth, Bernie Williams and Bud Altemus revised the bylaws. Pam Mudd became
the first official Fleet Captain. The PRYCA placed Cobb Island Day on its calendar of official events,
which resulted in an annual major fundraising event for CIYC. Bill and Susan Fuhrman were the second
members to be granted “Life Membership” for their continuous support of the club dating back to 1981.

Two more essential positions were added in 1999. The first official Dock Master was Bud
Altemus. Roger Fajans, the first official Quartermaster, organized T-shirt sales to the public at Cobb
Island Day. Stock certificates were issued to the membership. Member Jack Schmidt passed away.

In 2000 the CIYC newsletter (later dubbed the “Lighthouse”) was distributed via the Internet
and the Club had its own web page. Chuck Johnston was elected as the second Commodore and Don
Thayer became the first Rear Commodore. Long time CIYC crewmate Lil Medus passed away.

At the first 2001 Change of Watch Dinner Dance Fleet Captain Pam Mud and Secretary Bernie
Williams were recognized for their outstanding service to the Club and given plaques. Don Thayer was
presented with the Meritorious Service Award by the PRYCA. The First Annual “Dock Party” at
Shymansky’s Park helped boost membership.

So far in 2002 the Club can boast two more firsts for CIlYC members. Paul Malloy has been
elected PRYCA Secretary and Commodore Chuck Johnston elected PRYCA Member at Large. Former
Fleet Captain and Distinguished Service Award winner Pam Mudd passed away.

Sandra Johnston, Historian

This is the actual radio conversation of a US naval ship with Canadian authorities off the coast of
Newfoundland in October 1995. Radio conversation released by the chief of naval operations, 10-10-
95.

CANADIANS: Please divert your course 15 degrees to the south to avoid a collision.

AMERICANS: Recommend you divert your course 15 degrees to the north to avoid a collision.

CANADIANS: Negative. You will have to divert your course 15 degrees to the south to avoid a
collision.



AMERICANS: This is the captain of a US Navy ship. | say again, divert YOUR course.

CANADIANS: No, | say again, you divert YOUR course.

AMERICANS: This is the Aircraft Carrier USS LINCOLN, the second largest ship in the United
States Atlantic Fleet. We are accompanied with three Destroyers, three Cruisers and numerous
support vessels. | DEMAND that you change your course 15 degrees north. | say again, that©s
one-five degrees north, or counter-measures will be undertaken to ensure the safety of this ship.

CANADIANS: This is a lighthouse. Your call.

Don't say you weren't warned! Last issue, our editor said he might run photos from the New
Year's Party if people didn't step forward to volunteer. OK, no more mister Nice Guy... and
these three did volunteer!

The Commodore and the Historian try Mike Miller had to overcome a lifelong friendship
to remember which yacht club they with our Commodore in order to rise to the
represent. Presidency of the Maryland Senate.
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The Mission:

Boating Safety

Education in seamanship

Partnering with the community

Sail and Power events

Organized cruises, raft-ups and gunkholing
Monthly newsletter

PRYCA events and

so much more...
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Join us! For information: ceejays@erols.com




