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Long May She wave… Old Glory has seen some gorgeous weather in her
day, but none better than that on Saturday, May 11, when CIYC held its 1st

Annual Flag Raising. The ceremony was held right here in the Maritime
Republic of Cobb Island, in the capital city of Shymansk. Many club
members and many islanders joined with invited dignitaries from
neighboring Maryland to witness the event. Charles County Commission
President Murray Levy was glad to be there. In fact, after the tumultuous
events of Aug 28 in La Plata, he said he was glad to be anywhere.

OK, but who is Richard Stans?…(Open letter to Bernie)…  When I am busy
taping an event, I often miss what is actually happening until I review the
tape some time afterwards. Your delivery of the Pledge of Allegiance was
truly inspiring.  So often we ramble through it not really thinking about what
we are saying but you changed all that for me and I hope for others who
attended the flag raising ceremony Saturday.  It was reverent, heartfelt and
most of all dignified (even with your bruised lip).  In fact how fitting that like
you, America has "taken it on the chin" recently but can still stand proud.
Thank you for giving me a renewed pride in being an American.  I will
never ramble by rote through the Pledge again.  LOVE Sandra

Familiar Landmark Gone… No, no, not Landmark Yacht Club, but the great
old Yacht Center at Colonial Beach. Due to a massive 4-alarm fire, the
main building was destroyed along with virtually all the boats contained
inside. Initial estimates ranged from 55 to 70 boats. Some great old
wooden boats were among the casualties, but not so much as a single
scratch amongst the boaters. Pictures of the fire are found inside this
issue.

Where have all the flowers gone?… Jan Hess, longtime Shymansky's
Marina Office Manager died suddenly on May 8, 2002 at Civista Hospital in
La Plata, MD. Jan was well known among Cobb Island Yacht Club
members, Shymansky customers in general and among the greater Cobb
Island community. Jan was a former member of the Volunteer Fire
Department and the EMS Ladies Auxiliary. Jan could be counted on to
keep the conversation going with her ascerbic wit and her ability to keep
Butch Shymansky focused and off-balance at the same time.  Jan enjoyed
flowers and gardening. She was 67.

Suppose they gave a war and nobody came… Well, judging from the initial
response to Cobb Island Days, it could happen. The fire at Colonial Beach
didn't help but, as usual, they will all come floating in at the last second.
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April 28th Scene from Tornado Alley (Formerly Chesapeake Bay)



View From the Bridge.
Last month’s abbreviated newsletter gave our editor an idea: why not limit the
graphics to the online version? The mailed version would contain only the required
graphics and would consist primarily of hard news. Works for the Wall Street Journal.
This way, good ol’ Bert still gets a break on the copying and mailing, and we might
save a tree or two.
Last month’s newsletter also failed to report that Paul Malloy was certified as a
Physical Examiner for the new PRYCA boating safety program. Duh… sorry for the
omission.
At the Commodore’s meeting at Tantallon Yacht Club, the packets were passed out to
each club in the PRYCA announcing CID. This strategy backfired, since many of the
clubs actually opened the packets and looked inside. Not only that, but some of them
filled out the forms and mailed them in. This means that we will need volunteers.
Volunteers to help with:
·  docking the visiting boats,
·  hospitality (handing out packets),
·  helping with the Corn Shucking and serving at the Pig Roast,
·  selling T-shirts and
·  helping with the Boat Parade.
Some folks in CIYC have greeted the idea of a parade with fairly restrained
enthusiasm. This is good. Because if one of us hauls off and wins the inaugural event,
we will never hear the end of it. Folks in other clubs and on the PRYCA Board were a
bit more receptive to the idea. After the Firemen’s Parade or at 1600 hours, whichever
occurs first, the fireboat will enter Neale sound, followed by contestants. The fireboat
will turn at the bridge, and then station itself at Portside Marina’s ‘B’ dock. The
contestants will then circle in front of the fireboat, displaying their number on their
starboard bow rail. (The number will be determined by lottery). The assembled
multitude on the grassy knoll at Portside Marina will place legal tender in numbered
coffee cans to register a vote for their favorite. The highest cash total determines the
winner. The winner receives a trophy and all the cash collected goes to La Plata
Tornado Relief, as a way of partnering with the community. Boat Parade rules are
posted on the website.
And finally, the good news. Those of you who attended the Flag Raising Ceremony
may have picked up on a comment by Paul Malloy regarding the Commodore’s
Cardiac condition. There will be a stress test this week that will determine my future
status. Since I don’t usually respond to stress, (although I am considered a carrier) at
least one of you may receive a battlefield promotion.
__________________________________________________________________________________

FLEET CAPTAIN’S HAILER

Our first official cruise of the 2002 season will be to Tall Timbers.  As always Rick
Meatyard has the weekend filled with fun filled events and great food.

While reservations have been made for those planning to go, if others wish to join us
let me know and I’ll find out if space is available.



This cruise season just like last year, if you find you cannot keep your reservation – it
is YOUR responsibility to contact the destination and cancel.

The next planned cruise will take place June 14 thru June 29/30 to Washington N.C.
via the Inter Coastal Waterway. So far we have six boats signed-up.  However, if you’d
like to join us, let me know and I’ll keep you posted on departure times and
destinations.

TILGHMAN ISLAND MARINA CRAB FEAST
A complimentary  feast of a bushel of steamed crabs and corn is offered to any group
of 12 or more boats that stay 2 or more nights.  Any group of fewer boats or fewer
nights can purchase the crab feast at market price.  If you’re interested give me a call
and we’ll see what can be worked-out.

Bert thanks for providing me with this information.  All cruising ideas are appreciated.

Here’s to another great cruising season!

Nancy Jackson
Home: 301 259-4557
Boat:  301 259-4506
Cell:  240 210-0151
e-mail:  JckNnc@aol.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: The success of Saturday’s Flag Raising Ceremony was due to the
organizational skills of Nancy Jackson and the help she received in putting together
this memorable ceremony. She filed the following: (Photos in online version only).



Each month the History Channel will highlight current CIYC members with a brief
summary of their contributions to the club beginning with those who joined in 1993.
This information has been taken from newsletter articles and minutes of meetings.

P A R T  T H R E E  -  1 9 9 5

The new Cobb Island Yacht Club was formally organized on 1 May 1993. Since that
time, a great deal has been accomplished which has established our small club as a
member not only of the Cobb Island community but of the Potomac/Chesapeake
community as well.  May 1, 2003 will mark the 10th anniversary of our club.  As
historian, it is my intention to highlight those current members who have contributed to
the success of the club over the years. Active members will be featured monthly
according to the year they joined the club.  Our series of the History Channel
continues with those members who joined the Club in 1995.  They are Roger and
Wilma Fajans, Chuck and Sandra Johnston and Jack and Alyce Schmidt.
Roger Fajans is the first CIYC Quartermaster. (1999-to present).  Through his efforts
the sale of T-shirts at Cobb Island Day as a fundraiser was begun in 1999.  He also
supplies club members with a variety of articles from caps to totes to show off our club
colors.  He has helped to dock boats during Cobb Island Day and assist with the Pig
Roasts. Roger has partnered with the community participated in many Potomac River
Clean Up Days.
Wilma Fajans has assisted at the Cobb Island Day Pig Roast and the T-shirt booth
during Cobb Island Day.   She is a member of the current bylaw review committee.
Chuck Joh nst on is the club’s second Commodore, elected in 2001.  He served in the
position of Vice Commodore for five terms (1996-2000).  A dispute during a predicted
log race prompted him to design an automated scoring system in 1995.  He is one of
the directors of the Cobb Island Yacht Club Corporation. As newsletter editor from
2000 to present he has published a monthly newsletter, the Lighthouse, and
developed the first club web page, placing the newsletter on the Internet.  After
serving two terms as the PRYCA delegate (1998-1999) he was elected to the PRYCA
Bridge in 2001 serving as Member at Large.  Chuck is one of the first members of our
club to complete the PRYCA BoatR program to become a Performance Examiner.
During his terms as Commodore, the club has enjoyed its first annual dock party, first
change of watch event and this year the first annual flag raising ceremony. For the
past two years he has been the coordinator of the club’s participation in Cobb Island
Days. Both he and wife Sandra have participated in the Potomac River Clean Up
Program.
 Sandra Johnsto n is the current Secretary of the club.  She has served as the club
Historian from 1996 to the present keeping photographic scrapbooks of club events
with both a 35mm and video camera. Working from existing newsletters, she recently
completed a research series highlighting active members of the club, which is now



appearing in the monthly newsletter. She has also completed a history of the club from
1993 to present.  A picture storyboard of club events is one of her productions at each
meeting. This year she designed and distributed a new club membership card.
Sandra and husband Chuck have been members of the cruise schedule committee,
have actively participated in predicted log races and many cruises both scheduled and
unscheduled. They have hosted a variety of club social gatherings at their home and
also the club cocktail parties at the PRYCA Change of Watch events.
Alyce Schmidt  no longer lives in the area but has supported the club through her
membership.  She and her late husband Jack were avid boaters and held many social
functions at their home on the island.  Jack was one of the first club members to take
the ICW to Florida.
Those active members who joined the club in 1996 will be highlighted in the May issue
of the newsletter.

Sandra Johnston, Historian



The Mission:
Boating Safety
Education in seamanship
Partnering with the community
Sail and Power events
Organized cruises, raft-ups and gunkholing
Monthly newsletter
PRYCA events and
so much more…

http://ciyachts.tripod.com  

Join us! For information: ceejays@erols.com

The Lighthouse
Office of the Editor
PO Box 295
Cobb Island MD
20625


